PASSWORDS
THE MAGAZINE FOR ST MARY MAGDALENE PARISH
DONEGALL PASS
Rector: Rev Bob Cotter

Try your hand at
these puzzles and
see how you get on!

tel: 07702495786

email: bobcotter56@icloud.com

Family Worker: Mrs Alison Shaw tel: 07547030451 (Mon, Wed, Fri)

www.st-marymagdalene.org.uk

2015

Sept 2015
12

CHURCH SSERVICES
ERVICES
SERVICES

Flower Rota ~ Sept
READER

Peter Ainley

6th Sept—14th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Holy Communion

James 2 –v– 1-17

13th Sept—15th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Morning Prayer

Isaiah 50 –v– 4-9

Sept 6th

…… Miss J Stewart

Sept 13th

…… Mr & Mrs T Reilly

Sept 20th

…… The Fitzsimmons Family

Sept 27th

…… Mr & Mrs N Stephenson

Ann Sheppard

Ronnie Luney

20th Sept—16th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Healing Service

Isaiah 53 –v– 2-6

27th Sept—17th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Family Service

———

Our prayer is a heart search. It is a
rem inder to ourselves that w e are helpless
w ithout H is support.
M . K . G andhi

Thursday Lunchtime Services
The Thursday services and lunch will be resuming shortly. The date will
be announced in church.
All welcome

1965 m ust have been a tim e for rom ance since w e
celebrate several 50th anniversaries this year.
W e now send our w arm congratulations to:
W endy & Billy Stew art - 14thA ugust
N aom i & Tom Reilly — 11th Septem ber

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Bob Cotter, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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~ Parish Prayer List ~
to include the following in your daily prayers. Take 4 or 5 names per day and ask
Y oufor areGod’saskedblessing
on each one. Some of our parishioners will remain on the list permanently,
especially those who are in homes of one kind or another, housebound or suffering from chronic and
ongoing conditions. If you know of someone whose name should be added, please inform the Rector
or one of the church wardens. No name has been omitted intentionally.

NH = Nursing Home; CH = Care Home;
RH = residential home]
Martha Armstrong, Masserene NH
David Baird, Fairhaven RH, North Rd
Ena Belton, Hollygate NH
Margaret Clarke, Redburn, B’Hinch NH
Mina Henry, Arlington House, North Pde
Annie Jenkins, Carryduff NH
Mary Leslie, Arlington House, North Pde
Eileen Ross, Beechill House CH
David Sampson, Park Manor NH

John Burns
Ann Crawford
Warren Crawford
Martha Fitzsimmons
Jim Garstang
Victor Gourley
Gloria Graham
Edna King (RVH)
Frances McClean
Elizabeth Mark

David & Emily Mason
Brian & Jean Matthews
Tom Reilly
Jim Shields
Doreen Smyth
Laura Smyth
Stella Spackman
David Stephenson
Roy and Ena Taylor
Greta Wilson
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Christian Burial
Barbara Drysdale
Beechill Nursing Home (formerly 100 Maryville Street)
22nd July 2015 (died 19th July 2015)
Barbara Drysdale lived all her long life in Donegall Pass, residing in Maryville
Street until she had to move into residential care a few years ago. Barbara passed
peacefully from this life on the 19th July and was buried on the 22nd July—
coincidentally on the Feast of our beloved saint—St Mary Magdalene. Her funeral
service took place in Ravenhill Funeral Church and was conducted by the Rev
Canon K Ruddock, an old friend of this parish.
Barbara loved this church and attended faithfully until her health and mobility
deteriorated. She was a member of the Ladies’ Guild, regularly coming to meetings
and taking part in all activities with great fun and gusto!
Barbara’s late husband William died in 1984. They had one son John, a former BB
member. Barbara will be missed by all of us, but none more than John and his
family. She was a devoted mother, a loving and much-loved grandmother. We
continue to hold John, Mary, Mark, Nicola and Michael in our thoughts and
prayers.
Barbara is now in the nearer presence of the God she loved and all her work and
illness is at last over. ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant ... enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord’ [Matthew 25: 21]

 Articles for the October magazine should be with
Kate Irving by
Sunday 13th September at the latest.
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The Rector writes . . .

Dear Parishioner
‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to till it and keep it’. [Genesis 2: 15]
‘They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden’. [Genesis 3: 8]
‘Now there was a garden in the place where he was
crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which
no one had ever been laid’. [John 19: 41]
‘Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For
whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him ... [John 20: 15]
I have been thinking a lot about gardening recently, for various reasons. In the first
place, I have a rather large garden which is a big responsibility. There is always
plenty to do and you are never finished working in it. If you decide to paint the
shed or the fence you hope that it will last for a number of years before you have to
repeat the task. With a garden the commitment – especially during growing season
– is relentless. I sometimes joke that I am a full-time gardener, part-time minister
and part-time student.
Secondly, I enjoy working in the garden and always have. We had quite a large
garden in our end-of-terrace house in Carrickfergus when I was growing up and I
soon became the gardener, in the sense of the person who cut the grass and hedge
and generally kept everything neat and tidy. My mother planted some vegetables
and flowers and tended them. Strangely, it never interested me in the slightest to
plant anything and see it develop. I was too busy just keeping the things in order
that were going to grow anyway, whether you planted them or not. The garden for
me was an opportunity to get out into the open air after most of the day spent
studying at school or university. It suited me well to have a summer job in the
Grounds Maintenance Team, first of Carrick Grammar and then of Carrick Council.
Being out in the air after months spent in libraries or classrooms was refreshing.
Thirdly, when we take a break from employment for a while it is quite common to
say that we are ‘on gardening leave’. My recent illness has been like a kind of
gardening leave – with the strict instruction that I am not to exhaust myself by
spending hours and hours in the garden. For the meantime, gone are the days when
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I went out after tea to do ‘a bit’ and only came in once it had become dark. At the
moment I am kept on a tight leash. An hour after I have started work in the garden
Sally is out calling me with ‘It’s time you were in!’ Incidentally, some of the cards I
received when I retired from teaching three years ago had pictures of gardening
activities on them – nothing strenuous, just a watering can, some pots and flowers.
The message seemed to be – now is the time to slow down and just potter about in
the garden!
Fourthly, the Bible uses the image of the ‘garden’ in ways which continue to
resonate with us. The first quotation above reminds us that men were originally
employed by God as gardeners – to look after his garden. God had created it, but it
was a living entity which needed to be kept in order, to ensure that it remained
resplendent. Anyone who plays golf knows how an army of green-keepers is
employed to ensure that the golf course doesn’t revert to its original ‘wild’ state.
There is a constant bustle of activity to maintain those luxuriant greens and fairways!
Fifthly, the second quotation from Genesis reminds us how it can all go so pearshaped. Some wrong decisions by Adam and Eve change their relationship to God
and before long they are expelled from the Garden of Eden. Paradise is no longer
accessible and the nature of human life changes. Privileges are replaced by
punishment. The remaining quotations from John’s Gospel remind us that what went
wrong in the Garden of Eden was put right in the Garden of the Crucifixion.
Disobedience about which trees to eat from is cancelled out by Jesus’ obedience to
the necessity of his own painful death on the ‘tree’ which was the cross. Adam had
failed in his gardening duties and had to work a lot harder to keep order in nature or
to encourage the soil to grow good things. Jesus the gardener restores the goodness
of creation and provides a way for humanity to find its way back to paradise, among
other things because he is ‘the Way’.

THOUGHT FOR
THE MONTH
If you make the right
kind of decisions you
will make the right
kind of life.

For your diary

Select Vestry

Mon 14th Sept

7.30 pm

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Midweek
Services

Thursdays
12.30 pm
(Start date to be announced)

Parents and
Toddlers

Thurs 10th Sept 10-12 noon

European Heritage Sun 13th Sept 2.00-4.00 pm
Open Day

BB

Thurs 24th Sept

See Page 7

We wish all our children and
young people well as they
return to school and study.

All of us are called to work in God’s garden – understood as the world. This means
at one level working to ensure that the fragile ecological balance of our planet is not
jeopardised by the likes of Global Warming. On a spiritual level, it means that we
need to be constantly on the alert against the ‘weeds’ that would love to take over the
garden. Some of those weeds are tall and obvious. They stand out on their own amid
the flowers and shrubs but can be removed by a sharp tug. Sometimes it is the
smaller weeds that are the hardest to remove. They cling to the soil and seem to have
multiple roots. We never seem to eradicate them completely. They are tenacious and
subtle. Like those little habits that we have allowed to grow unchecked, they almost
become part of us. Only a close relationship to the master gardener – Jesus himself –
can keep them in check. Happy gardening!
Rev Bob Cotter

 We

are delighted that the Rector is back with us

after his recent illness. We pray for his continued wellbeing and recovery to full health..
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Our Parents and Toddlers group
will resume on

Thursday 10th September
10.00 am—12 noon
I look forward to seeing everyone back and hopefully some
new faces as well.
If you have any questions/enquiries please contact Alison on
07547030451

Interesting?
We all lead busy lives and most of us are
forgetful at some point or other—and
can be left wandering the house wailing,
‘Where have I left my …..’ whatever it is you have lost.
It seems there is a good reason for this. People forget

Ladies’ Guild

NEW SESSION
Another session of The Boys’
Brigade starts on:
Thursday
24th September 2015
Anchor Boys (5-8 yrs)
6.30 pm - 8.00 pm
Junior Section (8-11 yrs)
6.30 pm -8.00 pm
Company Section (11-18 yrs)
7.45 pm - 9.30 pm
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
William McMillan
Captain 1st Irish Company

where they have left their keys and other household
items because our brains are wired to recall
emotionally charges events, rather than mundane
ones. That is why you can remember your first kiss,
which may have taken place decades ago, but you
can’t remember where you left the car keys—or even
the car! This research was carried out by the
University of Toronto.
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Have you visited the church
Facebook page?
Like us to keep up to date
with all the latest news and
photos.

O

u r
J u n e
‘Afternoon Tea’
to mark the end of
the guild year was
most enjoyable and definitely
delicious. The fact that it was
a lovely sunny afternoon (do we
remember what that was like?!)
only made it extra special.
Sadly, in July, we learned of
the death of our long-standing
member Barbara Drysdale. As
most of you know, Barbara
hadn’t been very well for the
past few years and was unable
to attend guild meetings, but
prior to that she was a most
regular and faithful member.
We send our thoughts and
prayers to Barbara’s son John
and his family.
The Guild will resume on
Wednesday 14th October—
further details next month. In
the meantime, the Committee
is planning the programme for
the year, so if you have any last
minute thoughts or requests, let
us know quickly!
As always, we appeal for new
members—why not come along
and give it a try? You will be
made very welcome.
Joan Rodgers—President
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for our younger readers ....
For the first time, our church will be open as
part of the European Heritage Open Days
programme. Talks and tours of the church
will be available on

Sunday 13th September
from
2.00 pm—4.00 pm
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