PASSWORDS

T

THE MAGAZINE FOR ST MARY MAGDALENE PARISH

ry out the Sudoku—and for those of you
who can’t master it, then maybe finding a

DONEGALL PASS
Rector: Rev Bob Cotter
tel: 07702495786

email: bobcotter56@icloud.com

Family Worker: Mrs Alison Shaw Tel 07749172423 (Mon, Wed, Fri)

Finish

Start
September 2013
12

Flower Rota—-July/August

CHURCH SSERVICES
ERVICES
SERVICES

1st September—14th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Holy Communion

READER

22nd September—17th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Morning Prayer
29th September—18th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Holy Communion

Jul 7th

……

Mr & Mrs D G Sheppard

Jul 14th

……

Mr & Mrs J Garstang

Jul 21st

……

Mr & Mrs C Dunwoody—in memory of loved ones

Jul 28th

……

Mrs N Reilly/Mrs R White—in memory of their father

Aug 4th

……

Mrs H Bowes/Mrs R Buchannan (nee Baird)

Aug 11th

……

Mr & Mrs B McMillan

Aug 18th

……

The McMullan Family—in memory of Dad

Aug 25th

……

Miss E King—in memory of her mother

Raymond Hamill
Hebrews 13 –v– 1-8, 15
-16

8th September—15th Sunday after Trinity
9.45 am See notice below
15th September—16th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Holy Communion

We are grateful to the following parishioners for providing the church
flowers over the summer months:

BB Readers
Jane Stewart
1 Timothy 1 –v– 12-17

Cecil Dunwoody
Amos 8 –v– 4-7

Valerie Ireland
1 Timothy 6–v–6-19

Flower Rota—-September
Sunday 8th September 2013

Sept 1st

……

The Kelly Family

n this date, there will be a Thanksgiving service to
celebrate the 125th anniversary of the founding of
The Boys’ Brigade in Ireland. The 1st Belfast Company
was set up in the Parish of St Mary Magdalene in 1888.

Sept 8th

……

Miss J Stewart

Sept 15th

……

Mr & Mrs T Reilly

……

Mr & Mrs J Taylor—in memory of Mary Smyth

Sept 22nd

……

The Fitzsimmons Family

Sept 29th

……

Mr & Mrs N Stephenson

O

All are warmly invited to attend this special service.
Please note: Since this service is to be broadcast live on Radio Ulster,
the service starts at 10.15 and finishes at 11.00!
We are asked to be there by 9.45 in order to rehearse the hymns.
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for our younger readers ....



The Rector writes . . .

Dear Parishioners

I

21st

t is with pleasure that I pen my first ‘Rector writes’ article for the
monthly magazine. The Rev Terry Kerr retired last December and my
Service of Introduction was on Wednesday 26th June. Since then I have
been busy preparing sermons and visiting around the parish. Having
completed my first month at St Mary Magdalene, I thought it would be a
suitable point to write a short personal introduction for the benefit of
those who cannot get to the services.
A native of Carrickfergus, I attended St Nicholas’ Parish Church and came
to Queen’s University in 1975 to study German. At that time I became a
member of St Anne’s Cathedral Evening Choir and then the main cathedral
choir in 1980 before heading to Pembroke College, Oxford to continue my
studies. I had met my wife, Sally, in the Cathedral Evening Choir, and we
married in 1984, when I returned from Oxford. After that I taught for 8
years in Bangor Grammar School and then Belfast Inst for 20 years.
Ordained to the NSM Ministry on 26th June 2005 in St Patrick’s, Ballymena,
I served my first curacy in Mossley Parish and then moved to St Patrick’s,
Broughshane in February 2009. We still live in the countryside just outside
Broughshane, where we had moved in September 2005, after Sally took
early retirement from Primary School teaching. She taught P4 and was in
charge of music at King’s Park, Newtownabbey. I took early retirement
from R.B.A.I. in June 2012 and have able to devote more time to ministry.
We have one son, Chris, who attended Ballyclare High School and
Edinburgh University. He still lives in Edinburgh and has just completed
the first year of a Ph.D. with Lancaster University. He hopes to have a
career in academia.
I have greatly enjoyed my first few weeks in the Parish of St Mary
Magdalene and believe that this is where I am called to minister for the
foreseeable future. I am excited about the opportunities we have to
reach out to this part of South Belfast and to build up one another in faith
and love. You can learn much about my own preferences in ministry by
studying the readings and hymns I chose for my service of introduction –
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Isaiah 40: 25-31; Philippians 4: 4-9; John 15: 1-11; Psalm 139; Hymn 259
Christ triumphant, ever reigning; Hymn 639 O thou who camest from
above; Hymn 468 How shall I sing that majesty; Hymn 581 I, the Lord of
sea and sky; Hymn 662 He who would valiant be. In subsequent months I
will say more about the significance of these choices.
For the present let us reflect on the status and role of St Mary Magdalene
as the ‘apostle to the apostles’. Unusually for the first century, when
women were not regarded as reliable witnesses, she was entrusted with
telling the male disciples that Jesus had risen. She therefore broke the
mould of the time as a woman and as someone who had previously been
afflicted by demon possession. She is an example to us of the
transforming power of the Gospel. It made all the difference in her life
when she encountered Jesus and it should mean all the world to us if we
have a personal relationship with the Son of God. That privilege though
brings with it the responsibility to be witnesses to the resurrected Christ,
like St Mary Magdalene. She saw him with her own eyes and could tell the
apostles ‘I have seen the Lord’. May we in turn acknowledge him as our
Lord, the one who can transform even the most hopeless situation,
because he said: ‘I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly’ [John 10.10]
Rev Bob Cotter

Thursday Lunchtime Services
We hope to resume the lunch time services
before long. Details will be announced in
church and on the website.
~ Parish Prayer List ~
We remember all those known to us who are sick or in
other need of prayer. We remember especially those
who have been bereaved.
The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church.
Panel Members are the Rev Bob Cotter, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter
Ainley. Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
The secret of life is
enjoying the passage of
time

Don’t be so ready
with your meals....
Ready meals or
takeaways are not
meant to be eaten
three or even more
times a week. They
may well damage
your health over time.

For your diary

Select Vestry

Monday 2nd Sept 7.30 pm

BB Service

Sunday 8th Sept

9.45 am

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Midweek
Services

See notice on
Page 4

12.30 pm

BB

Resumes Thurs 27th Sept
(see page 6)

A recent survey for
the Stroke Association
warns that half of
Britons eat too much
salt and do not
exercise enough both habits unwise if
you want to avoid a
stroke.

 Articles for the October magazine should be with Kate by
Sunday 15th September 2013.
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THE RATION MAN

B

ack in the 1950s when the front door of every house
was opened in the morning and not closed until bedtime,
every street had at least one corner shop. These dealt with
our everyday needs but each Monday our mother would leave a written grocery
list at the Co-Op on Donegall Pass. ‘The Ration Man’ would then deliver the box
of goods on Wednesday.
I presume The Ration Man got his name as a throwback from the days of
rationing during the Second World War and which continued on well into the
1950s. Our man was a bit on the dour side and each week when he brought the
brown cardboard box into our kitchen and placed it on the gate-leg table, he
stood back and watched as my older sister and I unpacked it. This really
annoyed us!
One Wednesday when my mother and younger sister were visiting an aunt my
older sister and I devised a cunning plan to make The Ration Man unpack the
groceries. I was to be bandaged on one arm and knee and I would ‘lie in pain’ on
the settee, the story being that I had fallen off my bike (we didn’t own one).
My sister would be so upset that neither of us would be able to unpack the box.
We waited expectantly until we heard him coming up the hall. Unfortunately for
me my co-conspirator took fright, exited stage left through the scullery and
into the back yard to hide in the outside toilet. I was on my own!
“Good gracious child, what happened to you?” The Ration Man asked. “I fell off
my bike and my mammy doesn’t know yet,” I whimpered. “She’ll be annoyed when
she sees you,” he added, not realising just how annoyed if we were found out! I
made a weak attempt to rise from the settee. The Ration Man wouldn’t hear tell
of it.
“Stay where you are child, I’ll do this,” he said, obviously concerned about my
well-being. I couldn’t believe it – he was unpacking the box!
When he left, my cowardly sister returned from her hideout and the bandages
were quickly taken off before our mother and younger sister came home.
Although I was not best pleased with her, my sister and I were united in our
triumph. It never once occurred to us that we were telling lies. It was enough to
know that we had won the day!

So, come on—are you brave enough to ‘confess’ a
digression in your distant or not so distant past?
Anonymity assured!!
8

Hymns we love …

from the Rector

The hymns we sing in church are a
wonderful way of encapsulating and
expressing our faith. For many people they
are the most memorable way they have of
learning key theological concepts and the
core doctrines of Christianity in an
accessible manner. There is little I love
more about a church service than the sight
and sound of a crowd of Christians singing
out their faith with enthusiasm, using the
words and tunes of great hymns to inspire
them. This is particularly heartening when
children, teenagers and adults of all ages
join in together. It is a great picture of the
family of the church in harmony.
Whilst some denominations do not have
any music at all in their worship, I am
absolutely convinced that if we did not
have great musical expressions of faith we
would all be the worse for it. Let us not
forget that Jesus and his disciples loved to
sing and saw it as the most natural
outpouring of their faith. Just after the
momentous evening when Jesus has
instituted the Holy Communion Service,
the gathering closes in song: ‘When they
had sung the hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives’ [Matthew 26: 30].
Remember also, when Paul and Silas were
thrown into prison in Philippi - ‘About
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners
were listening to them’. [Acts 16: 25]
Shortly afterwards an earthquake occurs
and all the prisoners escape.
Well-written hymns deserve study and
repay close attention. Look again at the first
hymn from my Service of introduction –
259 ‘Christ triumphant, ever reigning’. It is
one of the most uplifting hymns in the
hymnal. Its tune ‘Guiting Power’ is
justifiably popular and a judicious reminder
that great hymns continue to be written.
This one first appeared as recently as 1982
in the publication ‘Hymns for today’s
church’.

See how much theology is packed into the
first verse alone:
‘Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King.
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining,
Hear us as we sing:
Yours the glory and the crown,
The high renown, the eternal name’.
It is the resurrected Christ we are reminded
of here, his task of redemption, now seated
in triumph on his heavenly throne. We offer
him our joyful worship, acknowledging that
he is still actively involved in the lives of
all believers [‘our lives sustaining’].
The remaining verses remind us of the
contrast between this majestic heavenly, all
-powerful ruler, and all that he suffered
when he lived and died for us. The great
truth of our faith is that the pain and shame
of the cross lead to this triumph for Christ
and offer us the promise of our eventual
triumph through our belief in him – ‘Death
is through the cross defeated, sinners
justified’.
Our sense of joy at what Christ has
achieved for us is that we bubble over with
the sheer exuberance of how everything has
now changed for the better. Nothing can
keep us from singing: ‘Sin and death and
hell shall never stifle hymns of love’. This
becomes a foretaste of heaven as we
anticipate praising God throughout eternity,
like ‘those who had conquered the beast
and its image’ [Revelation 15: 2] who now
‘sing the song of Moses, the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb’.
[Revelation 15: 3].
As I go about my business around the
house I often burst into song, and one of the
hymns I am sure to sing most frequently is
this one. I find it lifts my spirits as few
other hymns can. I love the words and the
powerful momentum of the tune. It reminds
me that our God wishes us to be happy and
we are often at our happiest when we are
singing. May God give you a reason to sing
and plenty of good hymns to enjoy!
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Ladies’ Guild
Mothers and Toddlers Group

NEW SESSION

am delighted to say that ‘Mothers and Toddlers’ will be starting
on Thursday 19th September in St Mary Magdalene church hall
from 10am to 12noon. This will run on a weekly basis and any mum/
parent with young children will be very welcome. This will be run in
conjunction with SureStart. It's a great opportunity for mums to
meet and for children to make new friends. If you have any
questions/enquiries please contact Alison at 07749172423 or Elaine
on 07713383943 (SureStart family worker).

Another session of The Boys’
Brigade starts on:

I

Best wishes
Alison Shaw, family worker.
A word of thanks

Holy Matrimony

Sarah and I would just like to thank
everyone who sponsored us for our ten
mile walk in June. We raised £370 for
Friends of the Cancer Centre. Thirteen of
the wider Kelly family and two dogs
completed the walk along the Lagan
Towpath. As a family we raised around
£1500 for this worthy cause. It was a
great way to give back and to remember
the work that is done for so many of our
family and friends

We send our best
wishes to Kelly
and Brian for their
wedding which
takes place on
Thursday 5th Sept
at 2.00 pm

Thursday
27th September 2013
Anchor Boys (5-8 yrs) 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm
Junior Section (8-11 yrs) - 6.30
pm -8.00 pm
Company Section (11-18 yrs) 7.45 pm - 9.30 pm
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
William McMillan
Captain 1st Irish Company

Now here’s
a thought ...

Many thanks
Elizabeth & Sarah

Being over
the hill is
better than being under

Sarah, looking good on the sponsored walk.

6

L

ast season ended
with
a
very
enjoyable visit to
Mountstewart House
and Gardens.
For
once, the weather was kind to us
and we were able to have a walk
through the beautiful walled
garden area.
The delicious
evening meal was very kindly
provided by the Mothers’ Union
members of St Mark’s Parish in
Newtownards.
Over the summer, the committee
has been making plans for the
new programme. I would like to
thank everyone for the great
suggestions
that
were
forthcoming at our Annual
General Meeting in June.
We would love to have some new
members in the Guild this year
and assure anyone who might be
interested that a very warm
welcome will await them.
We only meet once a month—on
the 2nd Wednesday, so if you’re
tempted to come along, why not
do so and give it a try.
The Guild will recommence on
Wednesday 9th October—more in
next month’s magazine.
Joan Rodgers—President

it!
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