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September
The fairest time of all may be
September’s golden days
Press on though summer waneth
And falter not for fear.
For God can make the Autumn
The glory of the year.
Frances R Havergal

September 2011

Christian Burial

SEPTEMBER SERVICES

Frances Sampson
31 Wynchurch Road
1st June 2011
SERVICE

MINISTER

READER
(Morning Service
only)

Rev A McCartney
Rev T P Kerr

Jacqueline Stephenson
Romans 13 –v– 8-14
(Page 153)

Rev T P Kerr
Rev T P Kerr

David Stephenson
Exodus 14–v-19-31
(Page 59)

Sept 4th—11th Sunday after Trinity

11.00 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Holy Communion
Sept 11th—12th Sunday after Trinity

11.00 am Morning Prayer
6.30 pm Holy Communion (St Aidan’s)
Sept 18th—13th Sunday after Trinity

11.00 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Evening Prayer

Rev S Heaney
Rev T P Kerr

Raymond Moore
Philippians 1 –v– 21-30
(Page 185)

Sept 25th—14th Sunday after Trinity

11.00 am Family Service
6.30 pm Evening Prayer (St Aidan’s)

Rev T P Kerr
Rev T P Kerr

-

Please note that it is sometimes necessary to change clergy, although service will remain as stated.

Readers read the First Lesson of the Day—taken from the Pew Bible.
Readers should confirm their reading with the Rector/Minister

Thursday Lunchtime Services
These continue to take place in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit at 12.30 pm—
followed by lunch in the Bistro.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are Rev Terence Kerr, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mrs Catherine Irving.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Frances was born and brought up in the Donegall Pass. She was a member of the well known
Gilmore family and that gave her a great sense of belonging to a unique community which
emphasised friendship, helping one another and camaraderie as great values. She was a very
active member of St Mary Magdalene in her youth and had great respect for the Church all of
her life. Sadly Frances contracted a very serious illness, one that she endured with
tremendous bravery and courage, alas Frances died peacefully in the RVH on the 28th May
2011. She will be sadly missed by her friends and especially by her beloved husband David.
We assure David that our thoughts and prayers are with him at this time of sorrow.

Sam Cowan
5E Mahee Close, Belvoir
4th June 2011
Sam Cowan was born 21 March 1936. He grew up in Rainey Street, attended the Mary
Magdalene Primary School, and was a member of our own BB Company. Sam’s working life
took him as far away as South Africa but he worked mostly in the Gasworks as a brick layer. In
more recent years Sam lived in Belvoir. After a series of illnesses, which Sam faced with
courage and dignity, he died on 29 May 2011. The funeral service was in our own church,
followed by cremation at Roselawn. Sam will be missed by a wide circle of family and friends.

Joseph (Joe) Belton
42 Pine Way
17th June 2011
Joseph (Joe) Belton lived all of his life in Donegall Pass, and most recently in Pine Way. Joe
was born on 29 January 1922 and died on 10 June 2011. Joe’s family will miss him very
much. He was the core and centre of life for them all. Joe’s wife Ena is especially in our
prayers and thoughts, living now in Malone Residential Home. Joe is also survived by two
sons who live in Canada and England and with their extended families. The funeral took place
in St Mary Magdalene Parish Church followed by a burial at Roselawn. We much appreciate
the work of Joe’s two nieces, Sylvia and Debbie, who coordinated everything for us locally.

John McConkey
8 Posnett Court
8th August 2011
The funeral of John McConkey was conducted from his home. John died on 4th August after
a series of illnesses, through which he suffered with dignity and courage. John worked in a
variety of places around the city and has lived most of his life in and around this parish. John’s
wife died eleven years ago and they had eight children, most of whom are still alive. John will
be missed by his family and his many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. John was
buried at Roselawn.
"Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be a comforted"
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for our younger readers ....



The Rev Adrian writes . . .
Sept 2011

Dear Parishioners
SUMMER OUTREACH July 2011

S

chool closed in the Parishes of St Aidan and St Mary Magdalene on
Thursday 30 June at lunchtime. That night the whole community was
invited to celebrate the beginning of the holidays with a barbecue and
party on the beach in Blythe Street, Sandy Row. Hundreds turned up and
Mission Beach was open.
How on
possible?

earth

was

this

It all started with a slightly
mad idea about a beach in the
inner city that suddenly
became a possibility when a
team of thirty young adults
from USA (Global Expeditions)
offered to come and partner
with us in mission for ten days.
Then…a piece of waste ground
donated by Academy Print, 40 tons of sand from a parishioner who works in
the building world, funding from Church of Ireland Children’s Fund and the
Priorities Fund, and huge amounts of support from parishioners and
members of Boring Wells – food in gospel proportions and buckets and
beach toys in enormous quantities. Mission Beach was open from 30 June
to 5 July. It came alive with music, buckets and spades, paddling pools,
new murals and lights, but mostly with children and parents.

Flower Rota—-September
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Sept 4th

………

Miss J Stewart

Sept 11th

………

Mr & Mrs T Reilly

Sept 18th

………

The Fitzsimmons Family

Sept 25th

………

Mr & Mrs N Stephenson

The beach activities were accompanied by a children’s holiday club,
afternoon tea in both churches for the Senior Citizens and a bus run to Lady
Dixon Park to hear the Templemore Silver Band, and teams of people doing
“random acts of kindness” around the parishes.
All of this was set in glorious sunshine for just five days, but will be
remembered for many more days.
Bearing in mind that “outreach” is about what we can do for others rather
then what we get from it ourselves, some of the positives were –
• Our relationship with other community groups such as the youth club,
the community centre, the two schools, the men’s hostel, some of the
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•
•
•
•
•

shops, a couple of local councillors, and various other individuals has
grown.
A number of people living locally were helped in practical ways.
A team of Americans stayed in our halls and have only good to say
about the hospitality and welcome.
Every house in the parish again received a postcard, which, along
with other events and programmes that happen throughout the year,
showed again that the church is still here for them.
Funding was found again and this always creates a sense of
partnership with those who provided it.
Many parishioners gave food, gifts and finance and their support and
prayers can never be measured in this life.

I, personally feel proud to be part of a group of people who were
prepared to engage in something as outlandish as bringing a beach to the
inner city. My one regret about it was that it had to be located in just
one part of the parish.
The next big challenge is how we follow this up and how we learn for the
things that did not work so well. We also need to be prepared to listen to
what these events tell us about the people who live in these two parishes
and how they relate to us and us to them.
Could I express huge thanks to all who gave practically or in other ways
before, during and after the outreach week.
The Clergy, Select Vestries and congregations of St Aidan and St Mary
Magdalene have created an alternative memory at a time when our city
was once again marred by conflict.
I wonder how we can get some waves for next year!
Rev Adrian McCartney (Parish Outreach Coordinator)

Enjoying the afternoon tea and singsong
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THOUGHT FOR
THE MONTH

For your
diary

We play the game—God
keeps the score
Golf
There was a
rector who
was an avid
golfer. One
Sunday was a
picture-perfect day for golf,
and the rector could not resist
the temptation. He rang his
curate and told him he was too
ill to attend church. Then he
packed up the car, and drove
three hours to a golf course
where no one would recognize
him. Happily, he began to play
the course. But an angel up
above was watching and was
quite perturbed. He went to
God and said, ‘Look at the
rector. He should be punished
for what he's doing.’
God nodded in agreement. The
rector teed up on the first hole.
He swung, and the ball sailed
effortlessly through the air and
landed right in the cup 350
yards away. A perfect hole-inone. The rector was amazed
and overjoyed. The angel was
a little shocked. He turned to
God and said: ‘ Begging your
pardon, but I thought you were
going to punish him.’ And God
smiled. ‘Think about it; who can
he tell?’

Select Vestry

Mon 12th Sept 7.30 pm

Ladies’ Guild
Fashion Show

resumes in October

Antiques Fair

Sat 17th Sept 12.30-4.00 pm
Teas rota: to be decided

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Midweek
Services

Thursdays

12.30 pm

BB

recommences Thursday 22nd
Sept— 6.30 pm onward

‘You didn’t hear me say my prayers because I
texted them.’
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A Harvest Dinner

A Joyful Sound!
The Hymn Society of Great Britain and Ireland are
holding the 75th Anniversary Festival of Hymns in
St Anne’s Cathedral on Saturday, 17th September at
4.30pm.

is being planned for
Monday 3rd October
@ 7.30 pm

The choir are participating in this and have been
working hard over the summer learning new hymns, under the ever-watchful
eye (and ear) of our organist and choir mistress Miss Valerie Ireland.

Tickets will be on sale at £15.00
each

Choir members would like to thank Valerie for all her hard work and patience
and hope that some of our congregation will join with them in St Anne’s on
the 17th.

Please support this event in aid of the
church restoration fund

St Aidan’s Girls’ Brigade would welcome new members. Any girl
from 4 years upwards to late teens is eligible to join. The
Brigade meets on Friday evenings from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm—
commencing on 16 September.
For further details, contact Mrs Fiona Hendren, Tel 07776234830

NOTHING is more Evil
than the devil.
NOTHING preceded
God. NOTHING is
greater than God.
NOTHING has 7
letters.
The Answer is:
NOTHING!
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All poor people have
NOTHING.

Did you figure it out? Try hard before looking
at the answers.

Wealthy people need
NOTHING.

Here is a riddle that only five per cent of
Stanford University graduates figured out!
Can you answer all seven of the following
questions with the same word?
1. The word has seven letters....
2. Preceded God...
3. Greater than God...
4. More Evil than the devil...
5. All poor people have it...
6. Wealthy people need it....
7. If you eat it, you will die.

If you eat NOTHING,
you will die.

A RIDDLE

2ND OCTOBER 2011

H

arvest celebrations will take place on Sunday 2nd October 2011.

The church will be open on Saturday 1st October from 11.00am—
2.00pm for decoration. Flowers, greenery or any other produce from your
garden will be gladly accepted. We also appeal for helpers to come along
to give a hand with the harvest decoration. Please try to give an hour or
two to help—it will be greatly appreciated.
As usual, we will take up our annual Harvest Collection in aid of a local
charity—further details in next month’s magazine.

As we commence another season, let us remember in prayer:
• All parishioners and others known to us, who are sick or in
need
• All who have been bereaved
• The clergy and the hope for renewed numerical growth
• All children of the parish as they return to school or start
for the very first time
Don’t forget to inform the Rector of anyone who is in hospital or unwell.
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G rasm ere Rushbearing
The 5 M inute M editation

NEW SESSION
Another session of The Boys’ Brigade starts on:
Thursday
22nd September 2011
Anchor Boys (5-8 yrs) - 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm
Junior Section (8-11 yrs) - 6.30 pm -8.00 pm
Company Section (11-18 yrs) - 7.45 pm - 9.30 pm
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
William McMillan—Captain 1st Irish Company

Ladies’ Guild

T

he Ladies’ Guild will recommence on Wednesday
12th October.
The Committee is currently
drawing up the programme for another year.
I hope all
members have had an enjoyable summer and I look forward to
seeing everyone again.
Please remember in prayer those
members who have been ill over this period—we pray for their
recovery and assure them of our thoughts.
Joan Rodgers—President

 Articles for the October magazine should be with Kate Irving by
Sunday 18th September 2011.
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O

ver the summer period, we
were lucky enough to spend
some time in the Lake District—a
really beautiful and peaceful
setting in the North of England.
During our visit, we went to the
lovely village of Grasmere and
visited the local parish church of
St Oswald which dates back to
the 1200s.

Grasmere Rushbearing is
essentially a village festival and
for over 100 years has been
celebrated annually, usually on a
day close to that of Grasmere’s
patron saint, St Oswald. Oswald
was a great king of Northumbria
who became a Christian under the
influence of St Aidan and the
monks of Iona.

We were fortunate to be there
just after the annual Rushbearing
ceremony—a tradition that goes
back many centuries.

William Wordsworth and other
members of his family are buried
in the church graveyard—at the
side of which is a ‘Daffodil

Like
many
English
village celebrations, its
origins are lost in the
mists of time, and may
even
precede
the
arrival of Christianity.
What is known is that
the floor of many
ancient churches was
simply the earth on
which the people stood
and that it was strewn
with a carpet of fresh
rushes every year to
keep
the
church
fragrant.
(Cut rushes have an
unusual sweet and aromatic smell,
and as I write this, I recall the
smells quite vividly). The first
mention of it in Grasmere can be
seen in the churchwardens’
accounts of 1806: ‘For ale
bestowed on those who brought
rushes and repaired the church,
one shilling’.

Garden’ in recognition
Wordsworth’s great works.

of

Naturally, the villagers are very
proud of their church and its fine
tradition and if you ever find
yourself in the Lake District, it
would be well worth the effort to
travel to Grasmere and visit this
historical church.
The Travelling Parishioners

7

