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Each letter in
this puzzle is
represented
by a number
1-26. Can
you crack the
code and
solve the
crossword?
Every letter
of the alphabet is used at
least once.
Three letters
are already
in place to
get you
started.
If you really
need help, the
solution is
shown on
Page 9
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God is our
strength & refuge
a very
present help
in trouble

Nov 2020

Flower Rota ~ August-December

SERVICES
2nd Aug

W

e are delighted that our Sunday Services have been able to start
again. What a strange and difficult time it was when church was
closed for worship. Of course, the service has had to take an altered
form, although slowly we are returning to some sort of normal again.

…… Mr & Mrs B McMillan
…… Mrs H Bowes & Mrs R Buchanan (nee Baird)

9th Aug

…… Miss J Stewart

16th Aug

…… The McMullan Family —in memory of Dad

23rd Aug

Mr & Mrs T Jones

The wearing of masks and hand-sanitising continues to be
necessary, but in the past few weeks we have been
permitted to sing again—albeit quietly and wearing masks.
Still, hopefully we manage to make a joyful sound to the
Lord!

30th Aug

…… The Kelly Family —in memory of John and Wesley

6th Sept

…… The Fitzsimmons Family —in memory of their father Jackie

13th Sept

…… Mr & Mrs T Reilly

20th Sept

…… Mr & Mrs P Rodgers

The Rector has written more about this in his letter on the
next page.

27th Sept

…… Mr & Mrs N Stephenson

4th Oct

…… Mr & Mrs H Rodgers

On Sunday 8th November, we will be holding our
Annual Act of Remembrance during Morning Prayer.

…… Mrs L Garstang—in memory of Jim
11th Oct

…… Mrs M O’Rawe
…… The Elliot Family

~ Prayer for healing ~
Dear Lord

18th Oct

…… The Boys’ Brigade

25th Oct

…… The Lennon Family

1st Nov

…… Mr & Mrs D Stephenson

8th Nov

…… Remembrance Day
…… Mrs C A Sheppard (Pedestal) - in memory of her mother

We pray for all those in our parish who are ill,
either in body or mind, and ask that they may
find comfort in your healing presence.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Mrs A Henry

15th Nov

…… Mr & Mrs H Rodgers

22nd Nov`

…… Mr & Mrs B McMillan—in memory of Dad

29th Nov

…… In memory of Mr & Mrs P Copley

6th Dec

…… Mrs W Stewart

13th Dec

…… The Irvine Family—in memory of James & Agnes McCullough

20th Dec

…… The Irvine Family—in memory of Charles & Agnes Irvine
…… Ms J McMullan—in memory of her mother

27th Dec

Mr & Mrs C Dunwoody—in memory of loved ones
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for our younger readers
How many of these words you can find? The words can be in any
direction. This is an American puzzle, so which of the words do they
spell differently from us?

The Rector writes . . .

Dear parishioner
Autumn
Fall
Leaves
Colors
Baking
Harvest
Pumpkins
Apples
Gourds
Football
Season
Scarecrow
Corn
Maize
Yellow
Orange

Christian Burial
Iris Hass (nee Elliot)
9 Dunseverick Avenue, Belfast
30th July 2020 (died 24th July 2020)

Sadly missed by her brother Brian, cousin Gloria and the entire family circle.

Nunc Dimittis
We also remember Mrs Wendy Stewart and family on the sad passing of Wendy’s
sister Colleen. Colleen was well known to many of us and a regular supporter of
the Big Breakfast and other events.
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The last service in St Mary Magdalene Parish Church before Covid-19
lockdown was Sunday 15th March 2020—The Third Sunday in Lent.
This meant that there were no services in our church for four and a half
months. I was concerned that attendances would drop away after such a
long gap. I need not have worried. Our church opened for public
worship on Sunday 2nd August 2020 and it was wonderful and very
encouraging to see so many of our people back in church. As Rector I
have kept the services as simple and straightforward as possible. I feel it
is better to be cautious rather than adventurous especially as the current
emergency still exists.
My main priority at the beginning of August was to get the doors of St
Mary Magdalene open once again for public worship. Our worship is
evolving; we have made small changes and certainly I welcome
comments as to how we can do things differently. At the moment Holy
Communion is a problem for obvious reasons.
The Select Vestry of St Mary Magdalene has been magnificent. This
Covid-19 has the ability to make us despair but it has had the opposite
effect in "The Magdalene." The Select Vestry worked to get the church
open at an early date—the beginning of August.
The Select Vestry has also made the decision to improve the heating
system in our church; this will involve a considerable amount of money.
These types of decisions take faith and courage; I thank and commend
our vestry for these decisions.
Thus far I have only mentioned the church. We have to monitor the
Covid-19 outbreak and hopefully it won’t be too long before our various
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organisations once again use the church halls. However, at the time of
going to print, the instruction from the Diocesan Office is that halls are to
remain closed for the present time.
The Book of Revelation to John, The Beloved Disciple, chapter 21:5-6.
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See I am making all
things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life."

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Autumn leaves
God doesn’t

God bless
Robin Moore

For social means together and distance means
apart!
But in these times of trial it's essential that
it's done

Select Vestry

Mon 9th Mar 7.30 pm

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 11th Mar 7.30 pm

Vestry

Mon 30th March 7.30 pm

Remembrance Day

An Act of Remembrance will be
Annual General held on

Sun 8th November during
Women’s
GroupPrayer—11.30
Wednesdays 10.00-12
Morning
am noon

We are "making all things new" in our church. Please come along and join
us for public worship on Sundays at 11:30 am and drink "from the spring of
the water of life."

We must keep our social distance
wherever do we start?

For your diary

Snooker Club

Tuesdays 7.00 pm

Parent &

Thursdays 10.00-12 noon

Toddlers
BB

Thursdays 6.45-8.00 pm

25th
So .... an extra hour in bed?
Like we need an extra hour
of 2020!!

But let's not keep our distance from the
Father and the Son.
JS
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Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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Annual General Vestry Meeting

Ladies’ Guild

I

trust that you and your families are keeping well and safe during the very
difficult times we are all experiencing at present and hope and pray it will
not be long before we are back to life as it was before Corona virus!
At our New Year dinner in January, we discussed the future of St Mary
Magdalene Ladies’ Guild. The decline in membership was making it very
difficult to arrange speakers and provide an interesting programme. We
agreed that we would further discuss this at our end of session June outing.
Unfortunately, the Covid situation dictated otherwise and our meetings from
March onwards had to be cancelled. As with everything at the present time,
the future continues to be very uncertain and no one knows when and if we
will be in a position to even consider meeting as a Guild again. The
committee does not believe there will be any change in circumstances in the
foreseeable future but will continue to monitor the situation and see what
transpires in the coming months.

The Treasurer distributed the Annual Accounts for 2019 and presented a
brief report which can be read on the next page.

It only remains for me to say that, on behalf of the Committee, I thank you
for your unswerving support and loyalty over the years and to wish you and
your families God’s richest blessings and peace over the future months.

Mr Bobby Gowdy ..................... People’s Glebe Warden

Joan

U

Team Hope Shoeboxes

nfortunately, due to the current pandemic, it is
not possible to send gift-filled shoeboxes this
year. Instead, if you wish, you can make a monetary
donation to Team Hope and they will arrange for a
shoe box to be filled on your behalf.

Snooker Club
Sadly the 147 club has
potted its last black
for a while.

Anyone wishing to do this can give their donation to
Kate (by end of November) who will forward it to
Yvonne and John, our local contacts.

Some members have been asking about the annual
Smartie Box collection. The committee has decided
that anyone wishing to do so, can donate the money
directly to church funds or to a charity of choice.

The following appointments were made:
Mr Hugh Rodgers ..................... Rector’s Church Warden
Mr Peter Ainley ........................ People’s Church Warden
Mr Billy McDowell .................. Rector’s Glebe Warden

Select Vestry
Mr Cecil Dunwoody

Mrs Kate Irving

Mrs Libby Garstang (Treasurer)

Mrs Joan Rodgers

Mr Eddie Gill

Mrs Jacqueline Stephenson (Secretary)

Mr Bill Jeffrey

Mr David Stephenson

Mr Tom Jones
Nominators
Mr Peter Ainley ........................ Diocesan Synodsman

Smartie Boxes
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A meeting of the Annual General Vestry, postponed from Easter, was
held after church on Sunday 18th October. The Rector opened the
meeting with prayer and thanked those who had remained behind to
attend.

Let’s hope for further
shots ahead!

Mr Hugh Rodgers ..................... Supplemental Diocesan Synodsman
Mr Cecil Dunwoody ................. Parochial Nominator
Mr Bill Jeffrey .......................... Supplemental Parochial Nominator
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St Mary Magdalene Parish Church Annual General Meeting 18th
October 2020
Treasurer’s Report for 2019
Rector, ladies and gentlemen I would like to present my report for the year
ended 31st December 2019.
I am happy to report that 2019 was, financially, a good year. As you can see
from the accounts, a copy of which has been included in the magazine)
almost all of our income was up on the previous year. (Compare the totals
under 2019 and 2018).
On the statement under ‘Income’ you will see that donations were up as we
received gifts for the pew cushions and damage to the church window
together with donations in memory of loved ones. Rents were up because
our parochial hall was used, sometimes every night in the week, by one
theatrical group or another. I don’t know how the people involved in
organising this managed to keep track of what was going on – but, well
done. We still receive a good income from the rectory rent. During 2019
we also received over £23,000 from the Charity Commission – this was in
respect of Gift Aid for the previous four years. This meant that we were able
to pay the loans to the Restoration account.
Operating expenses are slightly higher than in 2018. In some areas we
spent more and in others less.
Property repairs, light, heating, gratuities and donations were less .
Diocesan fees less because clergy pensions which were normally included
in this category are now included with salaries and wages. Rates, church
and sundry expenses as well as property insurance increased for 2019.
The Restoration account, as always, has a steady income from car park
rents, FWO and donations received during the year.
As always we are very grateful for the donations we receive from
parishioners, friends, church groups, in memory of loved ones and
organisations which use the church for services. Our missions’ collections,
Lenten lunch, B.B. Burger Sunday and service continue to be well
supported. Thanks to those who organise these collections and the B.B.
Officers and helpers for the lovely burgers we enjoy so much. We were also
able to support six other charities as well as our chosen ‘Church charities’
during the year and, again, this was due to the generosity of our
parishioners.
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In concluding this brief report I would like to thank everyone for their
support to the Church and to me. With special thanks to the Rector, Select
Vestry, Ann Sheppard, Cecil Dunwoody, Philip Rodgers and our new
accountant Mr Peter Grant who has been a great help to me in preparing
the annual report and accounts.
We are in a good financial position at present but that may not last much
longer due to our halls not being rented and organisations not meeting due
to the Corona virus pandemic. But this is not the only reason (and
probably not my place to say this) but attendance at services is going
down, organisations are not being supported, we lack membership,
especially young people. Without the younger generation it will be
impossible for us to carry on as we are for much longer. So, I am asking
everyone to think of ways to improve our membership, encourage the
young, support our organisations and each other. I am sure everyone here
has the same concerns so please let us all work together to make sure there
is a St Mary Magdalene Parish Church in Donegall Pass for the future.
Libby Garstang—Treasurer

Family worker
update
with all our other
A sorganisations,
the BB has
become a victim of the current
situation. I am bound to follow
guidelines issued by BB House
and the Diocese of Connor and
regretfully have to inform all
members that the BB will not be
operational for the foreseeable
future.
As and when the circumstances
change, the situation will be
reviewed and I will be in touch. In
the meantime, stay safe everyone!
William McMillan
Captain

I

n line with the Covid-19
regulations, it has not been
possible to restart the Parent &
Toddlers group, or the Women’s
Group, which met on Wednesday
and
Thursday
mornings
respectively.
I await further
instruction from the authorities.
In the meantime, if anyone needs
Food Bank Support, please contact
me on 07547030451 or the Rector
on 07925125197.
I hope everyone has been and will
continue to keep well during this
time.
Alison
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