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OCTOBER SSERVICES
ERVICES
SERVICES

MINISTER

Flower Rota—-October
READER
(Morning
services only)

7th Oct—18th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Harvest Festival
6.30 pm Harvest Festival

14th Oct—19th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Holy Communion
6.30 pm Harvest Festival (St Aidan’s)

21st Oct—20th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am Trafalgar Day Service
6.30 pm Evening Prayer

28th Oct—5th Sunday before Advent
11.00 am BB Enrolment
6.30 pm Evening Prayer (St Aidan’s)

Rev T P Kerr
Rev T P Kerr &
Rev C White

Rev C Welsh
Rev T P Kerr &
Rev C White

Rev C Hall-Thompson

Bill Jeffrey
Deuteronomy 26
–v– 1-11
(Page 178)

………… The Elliot Family

Oct 14th

………… Mrs M O’Rawe
………… Mr S Brown

Oct 21st

………… The Boys’ Brigade

Oct 28th

………… Mr & Mrs D Stephenson

Raymond Hamill
Hebrews 4
–v– 12-16
(Page 204)

RNA Members

Rev T P Kerr

Rev T P Kerr
Rev T P Kerr

Oct 7th

BB Members

Remember in Prayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ronnie Ballantine •
Martha Fitzsimmons •
Jim Garstang
•
Annie Jenkins
•
Lily Mark
•
David Mason
•
Emily Mason
•
Annie McCully
•
Sadie Parker

David Sampson
Jim Smyth
Laura Smyth
Frances Smith
Desmond Spratt
David Stephenson
Leila Webster
Jamie Webster

Please inform the Rector of:

• anyone you would like added to
our prayer list

• anyone who is in hospital or
unwell.

Please note that there may be occasions when it is necessary
to change Minister
Readers read the First Lesson of the Day—taken from the Pew Bible.
Readers should confirm their reading with the Rector/Minister

Thursday Lunchtime Services
These continue to take place on Thursdays at 12.30 pm in the
Chapel of the Holy Spirit.
All welcome.
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The Select Vestry and Parishioners extend
their condolences to the Rector and Mrs Kerr
on the recent death of Mrs Kerr’s brother.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire
family at this sad time.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are Rev Terence Kerr, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mrs Catherine Irving.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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for our younger readers ....



The Rector writes . . .
October 2012

Dear Parishioners
BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY AT THE HARVEST FESTIVAL
“In 2009 ‘Back to Church’ Sunday mobilised around 4,650 in
the UK to invite their friends to church. As a result over
80,000 extra people attended church on ‘Back to Church’
Sunday in the UK alone.”
If you are reading this it is because you must have some link to St Mary
Magdalene that means you receive the magazine. We would love to invite
you to come back to church on Sunday 7th October. This is not an attempt to
make you feel guilty or awkward, but rather to genuinely invite you to come
along and join with us for our Harvest Celebrations.
People stop coming to church for a variety of reasons –
•
•
•
•
•

Perhaps you came along when the children were small but got out of
the habit as they grew up;
Perhaps you moved house and feel a bit distant from it all;
Perhaps you stopped coming along and now feel embarrassed to
suddenly turn up;
Perhaps you felt uncomfortable attending worship services in a world
that seems quite unrelated to church and spiritual things;
Perhaps you were disappointed by something we did or didn’t do
(sorry).

Whatever the reason we would like to welcome you back even for one
Sunday. It will be a special Sunday Service, our Harvest Festival, so you
will not feel obvious or the only one there.
Harvest is a time when we remember the abundance that God has bestowed
on us and how he created us to tend his creation to bring forth the harvests in
their seasons. We are fortunate in this country that the weather on the whole
is fairly kind to us and consequently we reap a decent harvest. However,
10
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there are some areas of the world that are not so blessed, so we need to be
doubly thankful for what we are able to produce.
I discovered that the tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival, as we know
it today only began in 1843 when a Reverend Robert Hawker invited his
parishioners at a church in Morwenstow in Cornwall to a special
Thanksgiving Service. Victorian Hymns, such as ‘We Plough The Fields
and Scatter’, helped his idea to become popular along with the annual
custom of decorating the church with the produce of the harvests.
So we are taught through scripture the importance to tend, nurture and
preserve all things that God has given us. God created mankind to tend to
his precious gift and everything was in place, the sun, the water, the soil
and a brain that would grow with wisdom and knowledge to be able to
sustain his gift.
Therefore, we need to look again at the harvest and now I am not just
talking about the crops. We need to look beyond the immediate future to
make sure that the harvest is sustainable, that the skills and seeds are
preserved. And it is similar with our faith, we must do as the disciples did
and take the seed out and plant it in the hearts and minds of those who have
not encountered the Creator. We must pass on our enthusiasm and love for
the Lord, as this is the food that the seeds need to grow and multiply. We
need to nurture our faith, take it out to others, so they too can come to
fruition with us and preserve the Christian faith for the future, so that God’s
harvest of souls will be plentiful.

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
If you are in a position
to take things for

For your
diary

Harvest Dinner Tues 9th Oct 7.30 pm
Ladies’ Guild

Wed 10th Oct 7.30 pm

already blessed beyond

Select Vestry

Mon 15th Oct 7.30 pm

your needs

Antiques Fair

granted—you are
Sat 20th Oct

12.30-4.00 pm

Teas rota: Jacqueline & Kate

28th

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Midweek
Services

Thursdays 12.30 pm

BB

Thursdays 6.30 pm onwards

BB Enrolment

Sun 28th Oct 11.00 am

PLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT OUR SPECIAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Every Blessing
Rev Terry
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Ladies’ Guild
HYMNS FOR THE OVER 50S!

O

1.

Give Me the Old Timers’ Religion

2.

Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me
Up

3.

Just a Slower Walk with Thee

4.

Go Tell It on the Mountain, But Speak Up

5.

Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing

6.

Guide Me O Thou Great Lord God, I've
Forgotten Where I've Parked The Car

7.

Count Your Many Birthdays, Count Them
One By One

8.

Blessed Insurance

9.

It Is Well With My Soul, But My Knees
Hurt

10.

Crown Him with many corns

nce again the Boys’
B r i g a d e
h a s
recommenced for another
session. It is good to see the
boys back and rarin’ to go!
Also, my thanks must go to
t h e l e a d e rs f o r t h e i r
commitment to another year.
Could I remind everyone that
the annual Enrolment Service
will take place on:

Sunday 28th October
at 11.00 am.
I appeal to all parents and
grandparents to come along
and support the boys on this
very important occasion in
their BB life. Tea will be
served afterwards in the
church hall.
Boys should meet in the BB
Room at 10.30—full uniform
must be worn.
Bill McMillan

T

he Guild will
recommence on
Wednesday
10th
October with our
usual opening celebration of
Holy Communion in the Chapel
of the Holy Spirit at 7.30 pm.
Please note our new starting
time of 7.30 pm as agreed at
the end of the last season.
It was with tremendous sadness
that we learned of the death of
Mary Smyth. Mary had been a
member of the guild for several
years and a very regular
supporter, until recently, when
it became too difficult to
attend meetings. Mary bore her
illness with great courage and
faith and was an inspiration to
us all. We will miss her lovely
smile and gentle manner. We
think especially of Mary’s family
and her dear friend Liz and
offer sincere sympathies and
assurance of our prayers.

Joan Rodgers—President

Captain 1st Irish Company

 Articles for the November magazine should be with Kate Irving by
Sunday 14th October 2012.

8

5

As we give thanks for the Harvest, we hope everyone will join us in our celebrations
DISTRIBUTION OF INVITATIONS

HARVEST COLLECTION

Tuesday 2nd October 7.00 pm

I

t is planned to distribute leaflets advertising our Harvest
and “Back to Church’’ services into the houses in the
Donegall Pass area. Your help would be appreciated.
Please see the Church Wardens or the Rector if you think
you can give even half an hour — the more the merrier!

DECORATING THE CHURCH

T

his year, our special Harvest Collection will
be in aid of the ‘Life after Loss’ charity.
This group provides support and comfort for
parents who have suffered stillborn births and
infant loss. A collection plate will be placed at
the back of the church for any donations. If you
pay income tax, please consider gift aiding your
donation—forms will be available.
Please
remember that gift aiding costs you nothing!

Saturday 6th October 2.00 pm—4.00 pm
YOU can help by:
• coming along and giving a hand
• supplying flowers, greenery, fruit, vegetables
• cleaning up afterwards
VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME

HARVEST THANKSGIVING and
BACK TO CHURCH SERVICES

HARVEST DINNER
Tuesday 9th October
@ 7.30 pm
Tickets are on sale at £15.00 each
Full 3-course meal, plus tea/coffee and
after-dinner entertainment.

Don’t miss it!

Sunday 7th October 11.00 am and 6.30 pm

P
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lease do your very best to bring a friend or neighbour
along to these services. See Rector’s article on Page 3.
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