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SERVICES

Flower Rota ~ October-November
3rd Oct

CHURCH SERVICES
Church services continue every Sunday at 11.30 am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month
Morning Prayer is held on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month

Mrs L Garstang—in memory of Jim
10th Oct

…… Mrs M O’Rawe

17th Oct

…… The Boys’ Brigade

24th Oct

…… The Lennon Family

31st Oct

…… Mr & Mrs D Stephenson

7th Nov

…… Mr & Mrs H Rodgers

OTHER SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
are arranged by contacting the Rector directly on
07856957282 or 90869569

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
Our annual Service of Remembrance will take place on
Sunday 14th November at 11.30 am

…… Mrs & Mrs H Rodgers

…… Mrs C A Sheppard—in memory of her mother Mrs A Henry
14th Nov

…… REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

21st Nov

…… Mr & Mrs B McMillan— in memory of Dad

28th Nov

…… Vacant

HOLY BAPTISM
Elliot Jack Charters
29 Grayspark Avenue
1st August 2021
‘one Lord, one faith, one Baptism’

URBAN HARVEST
Sunday 21st November at 11.30 am

Christian Burial

Please see article on Page 7 regarding this year’s bumper
Harvest Appeal

Ernest Purvis
2 Pakenham Street

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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12th October 2021

Ernie was a countryman who made Donegall Pass his home. He was a loving
father, grandfather and great-grandfather who will be greatly missed.

Nunc Dimittis
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WOMEN’S GROUP
We’re delighted that our Women’s Group has once again opened. We
restarted this month and were pleased to welcome the members back.
This group meets in on a Wednesday morning between 10.00 am and
12.00 noon.
BABY CAFE!
A new initiative will start in November—Baby Cafe. This
will run on a Thursday from 9.30-10.30 and we look
forward to meeting some of the local babies together
with their mums or carers.
PARENT & TODDLERS
This too will restart in November and will take place after Baby Cafe on
a Thursday morning. Parent & Toddlers will operate from 11.00-12.30.
A booking system is in place for all groups—you cannot just turn up as
we have to follow COVID restrictions regarding numbers.
More details of all groups will be available next month. In the
meantime, if you have any queries, just ring Alison on 07547030451

~ Prayer for healing ~
Dear Lord
We pray for all those in our parish who are ill, either in
body or mind, and ask that they may find comfort in
your healing presence. We especially remember the
Purvis family at this time of bereavement.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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The Rector writes . . .

Dear parishioner
There are Major Prophets Like Isaiah and Jeremiah, so called because they wrote
a lot. There are twelve Minor Prophets like Micah and Obadiah, so called
because they didn’t write a lot.. The Minor Prophets remain unread in many
people’s Bibles because at first glance they seem to contain nothing but doom
and gloom. These twelve books contain some of the most vivid language in the
entire Bible; however they are not to be recommended for light reading or to get
a quick pick-me-up. If we write off the Minor Prophets as being nothing more
than merchants of misery, we ignore some of the most heartening statements in
Scripture. “I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them.” (Hosea
14:4)
Zephaniah had royal blood in his veins. When he was called to be a prophet , the
nation of Israel had been in moral and spiritual decline for 50 years: “She does
not trust in the Lord; she does not draw near to her God.” (3:2). Zephaniah
pronounces God’s judgement on the pagan nations that surround Judah. His
language is terrifying; Moab would be “possessed by nettles and salt pits and a
waste for ever.” (2:9). He also had words for Judah, especially the religious
leaders ‘hmmm’ - singling out “idolatrous priests” (1:4). The socially elite and
the business community also gets his tongue.
Many of the prophets wrote about “the day of the Lord”, marking God’s
dramatic intervention in human history. No Minor Prophet emphasises “the day
of the Lord” more than Zephaniah, who mentions it twenty times. Nothing is
more clearly taught in the Bible than there will be a final judgement of all
mankind on “the great day of the Lord”. Zephaniah tells us this is certain.
With all this in mind, Zephaniah’s command comes across loud and clear: “Be
silent before the Lord” (1-7). The apostle John urges us to live in such a way
that “when Jesus appears”, we may have confidence and not shrink from Him in
shame at His coming. (1 John 2:28).

God bless, Robin Moore
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We will remember them

o you ever walk round our
beautiful church and read the
several memorial tablets and like me,
don’t give any further thought to the
real story that lies behind them?
Earlier this year, I was contacted by a
member of the Shankill Area Social
History Group (SASH) asking if we had
a tablet to the honour of a Lieutenant
Walter Tennyson McCurry, Royal
Army Medical Corps. This young
Lieutenant, aged only 22, was killed in
action on the 15th March 1915 whilst
giving assistance to his comrades. I
was pleased to find this tablet behind
the church organ. John, from SASH
was able to provide some further
information about this remarkable
young man and kindly gave permission
to share this with you.
Walter, the eldest
son of Joseph &
Jessie McCurry
from the Shankill
Road attended the
Royal Belfast
Academical
Institution and at
Queen’s University, Belfast. He
became a member of the Officers’
Training Corps at the university and
joined the Special Reserve of Officers
in the Royal Army Medical Corp. He
was called to the colours on 5th August
1914 and was posted to serve on the
medical staff of the 15th Field
Ambulance, entering the war on 20th
August.
Walter took four days leave in the UK
at Christmas then shortly after he
returned to the front lines he was
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attached to the 1st Btn Norfolk
Regiment as their medical officer. In a
letter to his father he wrote: ‘Above all
things don’t worry. If you keep bright
and smiling it will do mother a lot of
good. Don’t be downhearted. My risks
are very small compared with those of
the fighting men, but I want to prepare
you for this - I may soon be sent as
medical officer to a regiment. This may
mean more exposure, but the danger is
not much increased. One, however,
should look at these things not through
narrow personal spectacles, but take a
broader, patriotic view. You cannot
make omelettes without breaking eggs.
You cannot have the prosperity and
comfort that Britain now enjoys, and for
which she has in the past shed blood,
without losing lives. And so I come to
my point - that instead of worrying
about the whole skin of one’s relatives
at the front people at home should
rather think of the ultimate result of this
war, and be prepared, if necessary, to
lose their friends.’

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Stay positive, work hard
and make it happen!

For your diary

Clocks back

Sun 31st Oct

2.00 am

Team Hope
Appeal Date

Sun 7th Nov (See Page

Select Vestry

Mon 8th Nov 11.00 am

Annual Service Sun 14th Nov 11.30 am
of Remembrance
Harvest Festival Sun 21st Nov 11.30 am
(Foodbank donations can also be dropped off
at the church on Thurs 18th Nov 2.00-4.00
pm)
Women’s Group Wednesdays 10.00-12 noon
Parent &
Toddlers

Coming soon! See Page 10

BB

See page 6

Tragically, Walter was killed a short
time afterwards whilst tending to
wounded, when his battalion came
under heavy shell fire in Ypres.
Seeing Walter’s
photograph and
reading part of his
stor y
actually
brought tears to
my eyes. It turned
the cold brass
plaque
I
had
walked
past
hundreds of times
into a living,

Articles for the December 2021
magazine should be with Kate by
Sunday
14th November at the latest.

31st

Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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breathing person.

Christmas Shoebox Appeal

F

or the past number of years, the Ladies’
Guild has held an annual Shoebox
appeal, whereby donated shoeboxes,
filled with Christmas presents were sent to
children living in Eastern Europe and
Africa.
Last year, due to the Covid situation, Team Hope was not able
to accept boxes. Instead, the organisation asked for monetary
donations which would enable Team Hope to purchase gifts
and fill boxes on our behalf.
Not surprisingly, ‘the Magdalene’ supporters turned out in
full and we were able to send £225 to Team Hope—a
wonderful achievement and thank you to everyone who
contributed.
As a church, we would like to make an
appeal this year again. Please would
you consider making a donation to this
very worthwhile cause? When we think
of the hardships Covid has imposed
upon us over the past year and a half,
how could we even begin to imagine
what life has been like for those living
in third-world countries? Let’s make a
big effort to bring some smiles to the
thousands of innocent children living there.
If you can, please give your donation to Kate or leave it in
the marked plate at the church door. The closing date for
donations is Sunday 7th November.
Huge thanks!
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So, when you’re next in church, take a walk around, pausing at the War Memorial
and other such plaques and spend some time reflecting on the selfless acts of Walter
and all the other brave men and women who fought and gave their lives that we
might live. To them, we give thanks and an assurance that we will never forget..
You may remember reading this beautiful poem written by Jacqueline for the 100th
anniversary of The Somme. I thought it very relevant to include it again in tribute to
all our ‘local boys’ who tragically lost their lives in war.

Sacrifice
The year was 1914 when three brothers went to war,
They left the Glens of Antrim to fight on foreign shores.
It would all be over soon enough, was what they understood
This war was for our freedom, ‘twas for the greater good.
Then 1916 came and found them fighting at The Somme
In trenches filled with mud and cries were Michael, James and Tom,
The horror was unthinkable, only two survived to tell
How Michael fought so bravely in that place of living hell!
For two more years the war raged on and two remained together,
They’d talk of home, to walk again through fields of blooming heather.
These brothers in arms, brothers in life, said when the war did end
They’d go back to County Antrim to their farmland in the Glens.
In 1918 it would end, this war to end all wars
But James and Tom did not come home, they died on foreign shores.
They would not see their home again amid the rolling hills
They were killed before the Armistice when the war machine was stilled.
JS
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JOIN THE
ADVENTURE

W

ould you consider joining us in making our Urban Harvest
Food collection a bumper year? We aim to make our 2021
donations the biggest ever and would be very grateful for
your help.

How can you do this?
By using a small percentage (eg—5%=£5) of your Spend Local Voucher
to purchase some items for the local Foodbank.
What items are needed?
Long Life Milk, Tea, Coffee, Long Life Juice, Tinned Fish, Tinned
Fruit, Tinned Vegetables including Tinned Potatoes or Instant Mash,
Toiletries - Soap, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Toothpaste etc,
Household Cleaning Items - Washing Up Liquid, Washing Powder.
Where do you bring your donations?
WE HOPE TO REOPEN THE 1ST IRISH COMPANY OF THE BOYS’ BRIGAGE
SOON.
WHAT WE NEED ARE THE BOYS—NEW AND PRESENT MEMBERS WILL BE
MADE VERY WELCOME.
WE ALSO NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP RUN THE COMPANY—MUMS, DADS,
BIG SISTERS, BROTHERS, AUNTS, UNCLES AND FRIENDS. WITHOUT
ENOUGH HELPERS WE WILL BE UNABLE TO CONTINUE WITH THE EXCITING
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS OFFERED TO THE BOYS. CAN YOU HELP?
PLEASE CONTACT THE RECTOR, THE REVEREND ROBIN MOORE FOR
DELTAILS. TEL: 07856957282
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By coming along to our Harvest Thanksgiving Service on Sunday
21st November at 11.30 am, at which you will receive a warm
welcome.

-or

By dropping them off at the church on Thursday 18th
November any time between 2.00 pm—4.00 pm.
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