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Brilliant Student puzzle?
There was once a college that offered a class on probability
applied to the real world. The class was relatively easy, but
there was a catch. There were no homework assignments or
tests, but there was a final exam that would have only one
question on it. When everyone received the test it was a blank
sheet of paper with a solitary question on it: 'What is risk?'.
Most students were able to pass, but only one student received
100% for the class! Even stranger was that he only wrote down
one word! What did he write?

Answer:

‘and when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up and a cloud received him out
of their sight’. Acts 1:9
Dome of the Ascension, situated on the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem, marking the place where Jesus
ascended into heaven 40 days after the resurrection.
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SERVICES
SERVICES

Flower Rota ~ May
READER

6th May

…… In memory of Aunt Lily

1 John 5 –v– 1-6

13th May

…… Mr & Mrs R Luney

Jacqueline Stephenson

20th May

Exodus 28 –v– 1-4, 9-10,
29-30

27th May

Kate Irving

6th May—Rogation Sunday
11.30 am Holy Communion
13th May—Sunday after Ascension
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Miss J Stewart
…… Vacant

Joan Rodgers

20th May—Pentecost
11.30 am Holy Communion

Acts 2 –v– 1-21

Libby Garstang

27th May—Trinity Sunday
11.30 am Family Service

Isaiah 6–v– 1-8

CROSSLINKS MISSIONARY SOCIETY
God’s Word to God’s World

W
Thursday Lunchtime Services

e want to thank sincerely all those who contributed so
generously to the above Missionary Society.

For the year 2017, the amount of £1177.39 was raised. What an
achievement!
Lena and Cecil

These continue on Thursdays and take place in the Chapel of the
Holy Spirit at 12.30 pm.
Lunch follows in the hall.
All welcome

~ Parish Prayer List ~
asked to include the following in your daily prayers. Take 4 or 5 names per day and ask for
Y ouGod’sare blessing
on each one. Some of our parishioners will remain on the list permanently,

Please note: Due to holiday arrangements, the next magazine will
not be available until mid-June. Articles should be with Kate by
Sunday 3rd June.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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especially those who are in homes of one kind or another, housebound or suffering from chronic and
ongoing conditions. If you know of someone whose name should be added, please inform the Rector
or one of the church wardens. No name has been omitted intentionally.

NH = Nursing Home; CH = Care
Home; RH = residential home]
Martha Armstrong, Masserene NH, Antrim
David Baird, Fairhaven RH, North Rd
Mina Henry, Arlington House, North Pde
Annie Jenkins, Carryduff NH
Eileen Ross, Beechill House CH

Warren Crawford
Jim Garstang
Gloria Graham
Esther Jones
Edna King
Frances McClean
Hugh McCullough
David & Emily Mason
Jean Matthews

Naomi & Tom Reilly
Jim Shields
Laura Smyth
Stella Spackman
David Stephenson
Roy Taylor
Greta Wilson
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This has certainly been the month for great achievements! Read on …!

W

armest congratulations to Cecil and Doris
Dunwoody on the birth of their little
granddaughter. We also send our best wishes to
mum and dad, Julie-Ann and Sam and of course, to
the star of the show, baby Saffron.

W

e applaud Elizabeth McMillan on
completion of her abseil from the
City Hospital Tower Block. You can
watch the video of the event from our
Facebook page. Elizabeth has raised £400
in aid of ‘Friends of the Cancer’ centre
and wishes to thank everyone for their
sponsorship.
Elizabeth!!

****

Very well done
to Donegall Pass
Community
Garden on
becoming joint
winners of the
‘Thriving Places’
award.
Congratulatlions
to all involved in
this amazing
project!

NEXT FOODBANK SUNDAY
takes place on
20th May.
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The Rector writes . . .

Hello,

G

od can seem remote. Perhaps we feel abandoned and hopeless.
Paul understood that feeling. He had longed for an opportunity
to preach in Rome and was on his way there, when a hurricane
destroyed his ship (Acts 27). Paul not only foresaw the loss of the
ship, its crew and cargo but 'our own lives also'. He tried to warn
the crew of the impending danger but his words were disregarded by
those in charge. Paul and 276 others were put in a dangerous
situation by others and there was nothing he could do about it.
Feeling a sense of despair he and his companions declared, 'We
finally gave up all hope of being saved!' Then after 14 days lost at
sea, God sent an angel. 'Do not be afraid Paul......God has
graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you'. (v.24).
When it looked like Paul's consuming desire to preach in Rome had
been thwarted, God piloted them through the storm to the exact
destination He had planned for them. Paul would go to Rome and
declare God's Word before Caesar!
We can be caught in a storm. Whatever trial we face we know one
thing—we can trust God to carry us through. He determines 'the end
from the beginning' (Isaiah 46:10). We come out stronger and
wiser..

God bless
Robin Moore
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ANNUAL General Vestry MEETING
Annual General Vestry meeting, at which 21 parishioners were
T hepresent,
took place on Monday 16th April. Thank you to everyone
who attended.
It was encouraging to hear about the work of the church over the past year,
as the Rector, Treasurer, Church and Glebe Wardens presented their
reports. There was a lovely, easy atmosphere at the meeting, which only
went to illustrate the ‘family’ that is St Mary Magdalene. At the conclusion
of the evening, Mr Bill Jeffrey, in his inimitable and humorous way,
proposed a vote of thanks to the Rector

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH

A smile is an
inexpensive way to
change your looks!

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 9th May 7.30 pm

Big Breakfast

Sat 12th May 9.00-12 noon

Select Vestry

Mon 14th May 7.30 pm



Snooker Club

Tuesdays

The following appointments have been made for the coming year:
Mr Hugh Rodgers

Rector’s Church Warden

Mr Peter Ainley

People’s Church Warden

Mr Ronnie Luney

Rector’s Glebe Warden

Mr Billy McDowell

People’s Glebe Warden

Mr Peter Ainley

Diocesan Synodsman

Select Vestry:
Mr Percy Copley

Mr Tom Jones

Mr Cecil Dunwoody

Mrs Marie Luney

Mrs Libby Garstang (Treasurer)

Ms Jennifer McMullan

Mrs Kate Irving

Mrs Joan Rodgers

Mr Bill Jeffrey

Mr David Stephenson

For your diary

7.00 pm

Women’s Group Wednesdays

10-12 noon

Parents and
Toddlers

Thursdays

10-12 noon

BB

Thursdays

Summer
recess

A Father texts his son ……
‘My dear son, today is the day

you will remember and treasure
for all the days of your life.
My love and good wishes. Your
father.’
His son texts back ….
‘Thanks dad, but the wedding
isn’t until tomorrow’.
His father replies ….
‘Yes, I know!’

Mrs Jacqueline Stephenson (Secretary)
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for our younger readers ....

try out this Spring wordsearch

‘Big Breakfast’
OUR NEXT
“BIG BREAKFAST”
takes place on
Saturday 12th May
9.00 am—12 noon
Please support us by coming
along
and having a superb breakfast!
All proceeds to church funds
and still only £4.00 each
and still the …...
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Family worker update

BB WEEK

I

would like to thank everyone for their support during BB Week. The
total so far is over £300 and I am sure that figure will rise. The BB on
Thursday nights has now finished for the summer break. We will resume
again in September - our 21st session! In next month’s magazine, you will
read about BB presentation of awards.

W

ednesday Women’s group
continues to meet weekly
from 10-12 noon. This month
we hope to start a series of
walks followed by a healthy
lunch.

William McMillan
Captain 1st Irish Company

C

hristian Aid week 13th-19th May is fast approaching. If you could
give an hour or two to carry out street collections in Donegall Pass,
please let me know. Envelopes will be distributed in church on Sunday
13th May and it will be greatly appreciated if these could be returned on
Sunday 20th May, or as soon as possible.
Thank you for your continued support for Christian Aid.
Joan Rodgers 90790232

Parent and Toddlers continues
on Thursdays
from 10-12
noon. We
are enjoying
our ‘Sing and
Sign’ sessions with Jill, a
speech and language therapist
from Sure start, who will
continue to visit us until the
end of May.
There are no plans
for Messy Church in
May. Next date will
be announced in due course.

Alison

Ladies’ Guild

W

e
thoroughly
enjoyed
our
annual
Members’
Night last month and
special thanks are
due to Libby, Elizabeth and Dawn
for all the organisation.
A
variety of fun events was
planned—culminating in the
making of these beautiful gift
boxes.

At our next meeting, we very
much look forward to welcoming
back Miss Carol Fulton, who will
be speaking about her latest
book ‘Cold War and Hotpants’!
You may remember we had Carol
talking about her first
publication, ‘Coalbrick and
Prefabs’, which was about
growing up in Belfast in the
1950s. That evening was simply
hilarious as Carol regaled us with
true stories of her experiences.
Now she has moved on to the
1960s and no doubt has more
amusing anecdotes for us.
Rumour has it that one of our
parishioners features in this
book! I wonder who? Come
along and find out!!
Joan Rodgers—President
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