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Each letter in
this puzzle is
represented
by a number
1-26. Can
you crack the
code and
solve the
crossword?
Every letter
of the alphabet is used at
least once.
Three letters
are already
in place to
get you
started.
If you really
need help, the
solution is
shown on
Page 9
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SERVICES
SERVICES
1st Mar— 1st Sunday in Lent
11.30 am Holy Communion

Flower Rota ~ March
READER
Ronnie Luney

1st Mar

…… Mrs N Reilly/Mrs R White —in memory of their mother

8th Mar

…… Mr & Mrs B McMillan —in memory of Mum

15th Mar

…… The Irvine Family —in memory of Charles & Agnes Irvine

Romans 5 –v– 12-19

Betty Lennon

8th Mar—2nd Sunday in Lent
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Genesis 12 –v– 1-4a

15th Mar—3rd Sunday in Lent
11.30 am Holy Communion

1 Corinthians 1 –v– 18-25

The Jenkins Family —in memory of their mother Annie
22nd Mar

…… Mr & Mrs R Luney

29th Mar

…… Mrs C Irving

Joan Rodgers

Eddie Gill

~ Prayer for healing ~

22nd Mar—4th Sunday in Lent—Mothering Sunday
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Exodus 2 –v– 1-10

Dear Lord

29th Mar—5th Sunday in Lent
11.30 am Holy Communion

Kate Irving
Romans 8 –v– 6-11

We pray for all those in our parish who are ill,
either in body or mind, and ask that they may
find comfort in your healing presence.

Sunday Services will be held in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit
whilst this cold spell of weather continues
To our friends and neighbours in South Belfast Elim

W

e were very sorry to learn you can no longer hold your
Sunday services. We pray this is just a temporary measure
and that it won’t be long until your doors open again.
In the meantime, please know that you will always be welcome to
join us for Sunday worship.

We pray especially for Marie.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Christian Burial
Winifred Copley
38 Ardenlee Gardens
18th February 2020 (died 12th February 2020)

Deeply missed by her loving family
The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Nunc Dimittis
11

for our younger readers



The Rector writes . . .

Hello
Jeremiah. The name Jeremiah means "whom Jehovah has appointed."
He was appointed a prophet before his birth Chapter 1:5. Jeremiah's
ministry extended from 627BC until after the fall of Jerusalem in 586BC,
a period of about 50 years. He stated that his message was primarily one
of judgement upon Judah for its persistent sins Chapter 1:10. Moreover
Jeremiah encouraged the people to submit to Babylon to avoid further
bloodshed. This message was not popular with the inhabitants or their
rulers and often Jeremiah's life was in jeopardy Chapter 26:1. There was
great sadness in his message and Jeremiah periodically suffered from
depression. This all contributed to the style in which he wrote Chapter 4:
19-22. For this reason he is called the "weeping prophet." Nonetheless
Jeremiah also received some great visions of promise: the return from
captivity (Chapters 25; 29); the New Covenant (Chapter 31) and the
ultimate return of the Messiah to Jerusalem (Chapter 23). Some would
suggest that Jeremiah is a type of Christ. He was accused of political
treason as was Christ and was tried, persecuted and imprisoned for the
words he had spoken (Chapter 11:18-23). In addition to this Jeremiah
and Christ both foretold and wept over the destruction of the temple in
Jerusalem (Chapter 22:5-7).
Lastly each was rejected by his own people. (Jeremiah 20:1-3; John

1:11.
God bless
Answers:
1 Palm Sunday
4 Lent
2 Maundy Thursday 5 Holy Week
3 Passover
6 Holy Saturday

7 Triduum
8 Good Friday
9 Spy Wednesday

10 Forty days
11 Ash Wednesday
12 Easter Sunday
10

Robin Moore
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Letter from Bishop Alan Abernethy
20th January 2020
Dear all,
I am typing this letter sitting at my old desk in my new study (a box room) in our
new home. We have certainly downsized, but are very grateful for a beautiful home
with a sea view, across Belfast Lough, from the kitchen. My garden shed has been
installed and my bicycle is ready to follow the coast to wherever it leads.
It is difficult to put into words the gratitude we have to you all for the generosity you
showed to us as we said farewell. Your kindness was overwhelming and we are very
grateful. Throughout the years I have sought to serve you as bishop, your constant
prayers and support were always something I knew I could depend on and I can
assure you I did need them. I have tried to reply to the many letters and cards we
received, but if I have missed someone, please forgive me.
In saying thank you, we are particularly grateful for the incredible wave of prayer
and support we received during last year when I was undergoing intensive treatment
for prostate cancer. We were very conscious of the prayers of many as we
experienced peace that was tangible and incredibly helpful. It was a wonderful
reminder of how important it is to pray and, in particular, to pray for one another.

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
May you have the
hindsight to know where
you’ve been,
the foresight to know
where you’re going,
and the insight to know
when you’re going too
far.”
~ Irish Proverb ~

For your diary

Select Vestry

Mon 9th Mar 7.30 pm

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 11th Mar 7.30 pm

Annual General
Vestry
Mon 30th March 7.30 pm
Women’s Group Wednesdays 10.00-12 noon
Snooker Club

Tuesdays 7.00 pm

Parent &

Thursdays 10.00-12 noon

Toddlers
BB

Thursdays 6.45-8.00 pm

I will continue to pray for you all, and especially in the coming months as you await
the appointment of a new bishop, but also in the years to come. Connor diocese is a
special place and it was an enormous privilege to serve you as your bishop. There
are so many wonderful memories of being with you at different times in your parish
history and of the fellowship we shared.
The farewell evening in St Patrick’s, Ballymena, was a delightful occasion and it
will long live in my memory, as it helped me say farewell and begin the process of
leaving behind the responsibility of being bishop.
The Christmas celebrations in the two Cathedrals were wonderful ways for us as a
family to worship together and to share the end of a chapter in ministry. Ministry
will continue and I look forward to being able to serve in any way that I can.
On a sad note, I want to ask for your prayers for one of our staff team, Audra Irvine.
She took very ill on the evening of my farewell and received surgery in the RVH
that evening for a clot on the brain. For the first few weeks, she was in ICU in the
RVH, but has since been moved to Antrim Hospital, awaiting a bed in the brain
injury unit in MPH. She is showing small signs of recovery, so please pray for her in
the weeks and months ahead.
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Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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I recently came across this photograph of the Pass sometime in
the 1950s. Look at the queue formed from the police station
towards Shaftesbury Square.

Has anyone any idea what this

might have been for?

She has served in Church House for over 30 years and we were delighted when
she joined Team Connor. Please pray for her; her husband, James; daughter,
Louise; her mother; and her family circle. Prayer is something that really does
bring blessing, healing and peace.
I return to the main purpose of this letter and words that I used in my farewell
address were “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!”
I will be forever grateful for all we have shared together and be assured of my love
and prayers for you as you journey into the future with Jesus.
Grace and peace to you all.

+Alan Abernethy

NEWLY ELECTED BISHOP OF CONNOR
The Venerable George Davison has been elected as
the new Bishop of Connor. The bishop-elect said:
“The members of the Electoral College for the
Diocese of Connor have done me a great honour in
electing me to serve as the next bishop of the
diocese. I am very conscious of the great
responsibility that is being entrusted to me.

Food Bank
The next foodbank
Sunday will be:
Sunday 15th Mar

The bishop-elect will be consecrated as a bishop on a date to be
determined.

Annual General Vestry Meeting
This will be held on

Articles for the April 2020
magazine should be with Kate by
Sunday
15th March at the latest.
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Monday 30th March at 7.30 pm
Please do your very best to attend
It is very discouraging to see how few members attend this annual
meeting. It would be an immense encouragement to the Rector and
Select Vestry if YOU would support this important meeting.
5

Family worker
update

Ladies’ Guild

S

incere thanks to those of you who supported our evening
with Carol Fulton. It was good to see a few extra faces at
the guild and I know everyone enjoyed listening to Carol as she regaled us
with stories from ‘A day here and there’. She certainly brought back
memories of the holidays of yesteryear!

T

Unfortunately MacMillan Nurses cannot attend our March meeting as
planned. As an alternative, the Rector has agreed to take us on ‘A
Journey through Lent’, when we will look at the final days in the life of
Jesus—the journey from Galilee, through the Judean wilderness, the
temptation, the entrance into Jerusalem, His trial and crucifixion.

The service will held in St Mary
Magdalene at 3.30 pm and a
special invitation is extended to all
Old Boys and members of the
church. After the service,
members will parade to RBAI
(Inst).

Anyone who would like to join us that evening will be most welcome. Why
not make it part of your Lenten journey?
Mark the date now:
Wednesday 11th March
7.30 pm in the BB Room
Joan Rodgers—President

MRS WINIFRED COPLEY

W

e were hugely saddened to learn that our dear friend and loyal
member Win, had passed away on the evening of our last meeting,
Wednesday 12th February. A guild member for many, many years, Win
was known for her gentleness and lovely sense of humour.

he annual Battalion Church

Parade of the Belfast Battalion
of The Boys’ Brigade will take
place on Sunday 29th March.

The parade will be led by the
Symington Memorial Silver Band
along with The Boys’ Brigade
Bands.
William McMillan
Captain

O

ur Wednesday women's group
will be spending March
learning some basic craft skills.
Many of our group never learned
basic craft techniques and so we
are planning to share our knowledge
with each other. Hopefully we will
produce some useful and creative
products.
We meet from 10 - 12 noon on
Wednesday morning in the church
hall.

Parent and Toddlers meets on
Thursday from 10 - 12 noon and is
open for anyone with pre- school
children to join.

Alison

MUM’S THE WORD ~ Mums now vs mums then. Can you say
which saying falls into which category?
“Stop saying that word.”

“Say that again and I’ll wash your
mouth out with soap.”

“Good effort trying one bite of
the dinner I made. Here’s some
ice cream.”

“You’ll eat what I make, whether
you like it or not. There are
starving children in this world.”

Win was fortunate to have a very devoted family and we send our love and
prayers to them all— especially to Ann, Trevor, Doreen and Garth.

“Don’t cry sweetheart, come here
for some mummy love.”

“if you don’t stop crying, I’ll give
you something to cry about.”

We take comfort knowing Win is once again reunited with Percy and that
together they are with their Lord, whom they have loved and worshipped
faithfully all their lives. Peace, perfect peace.

“You can’t walk there. I’ll drive
“You want to go out? Take your
you. Text me when you want a lift bike or walk. Be home before
home.”
dark.”

Since the death of her beloved Percy last July, Win’s health deteriorated
significantly and necessitated several surgeries and hospital stays, but she
always remained very interested in all that was going on in ’the Magdalene’
and was very annoyed to be missing events.
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