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WELCOME BACK!

I

t was very fitting to be allowed back to church on Good Friday and Easter Sunday,
when together, we were able to reflect on the Passion of Christ and then to
celebrate his resurrection. Hopefully we’ve seen the last of lockdown and life can
slowly move forward and to a sense of normality again.
This past year has given us all time to think and prioritise. One of the things that I
realised most when we started to lose our ‘freedom’ is what life must be like for
millions of our fellow human beings who are living under persecution and tyranny
in other lands. The constant wearing of masks and stripping away of our facial
expressions—not openly being able to smile at others, I found most disconcerting. I
don’t think I’ll ever get used to that. Of course, we’re far from out of this pandemic
and still need to exercise utmost care and caution. However, with the fantastic
vaccination programme we’ve been offered, there is cause to be optimistic for the
future. That also made me realise and be thankful to live in a country where all this
is offered so freely. How lucky we really are!
Of course, we never will, or should, forget the thousands and thousands of people
who have lost their lives in this dreadful pandemic and we pray for their families
who are now facing a very different future without their loved ones.
Sadly, since our last magazine in December, there have been deaths in the Parish
and these are marked on Page 10. Our thoughts and prayers go to those families
who have so sadly been bereaved over this past while and have had to cope with
their loss without the usual comforts that surround us during such times.
During the period of church closure, we were able to commence with our longplanned installation of a new heating system within the church. This has been up
and running since we re-opened and we are hopeful that it will go a long way
towards eliminating some of those wicked Sunday morning chills! Instrumental in
this planning was the late Billy McDowell, who sadly passed away just before the
completion of the work. The final cost to the church was almost double the original
price as, during the installation, rusted and leaking pipes were uncovered and these
had to be replaced. The final cost amounted to almost £40,000. There are numerous
essential repairs needed within the church halls but income needs to be generated to
enable these to be carried out. So, ideas for raising funds would be most welcome.
In the meantime it is good to be back in St Mary Magdalene as we continue to
worship in Donegall Pass.
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Flower Rota ~ April-June
4th Apr

…… Mrs C Irving

11th Apr

…… Mrs H Bowes & Mrs R Buchanan (nee Baird)

18th Apr

…… Mrs M O’Rawe

25th Apr

…… Vacant

2nd May

Mrs L Garstang—in memory of Aunt Lily

9th May

…… Vacant

16th May

…… Miss J Stewart

23rd May

…… Mr & Mrs R Luney

30th May

…… Vacant

6th Jun

…… Mr & Mrs N Stephenson
…… Mrs F Kelly—in memory of her mother

13th Jun

…… The Smyth family—in memory of daughter and sister Erin

20th Jun

…… Mrs W Stewart

27th Jun

…… Mrs S Davey

~ Prayer for healing ~
Dear Lord
We pray for all those in our parish who are ill,
either in body or mind, and ask that they may
find comfort in your healing presence.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Christian Burial—December 2020—May 2021
Terence (Terry) Watson
8 Vernon Court
10th December 2020

Terry will be sadly missed within the entire Donegall Pass community. A wellknown figure throughout, Terry could regularly be seen supporting local events,
including those in St Mary Magdalene. Terry worked extensively with young
people and was always willing to give advice, guidance and counselling where
needed.



The Rector writes . . .

Dear parishioner
In the New Testament, Psalm 2 is quoted more frequently than any other
psalm. Psalms 1 and 2 were originally one psalm. Look at how Psalm 1
begins, “Blessed are they ....”. Look at how Psalm 2 ends, “Blessed are
they”.

To his loving wife Ann, son Terry, daughter Kelly-Ann, son-in-law Brian and his
beloved grandchildren, we extend our deepest sympathy as they come to terms with
this great loss.

Psalm 2 can be broken up into four parts. In verses 1-3, the rebellious
people speak. People on earth conspire against God, “Let us break their
bonds asunder”. The people want to cut loose from religion; it’s so
yesterday.

David Mason
15F Glenarm Square, Finaghy

In verses 4-6, God speaks; in fact God goes further—He laughs. He
treats people with derision for their rebellion and unbelief. This is the
only place in the entire Bible where God is said to laugh. Even Jesus
Christ we are never told, laughed.

23rd December 2020

David came from the Cregagh Road and he worked for many years in the Ormeau
Bakery. David’s wife Emily, came from Charlotte Street in Donegall Pass. Over
the years, David served on the Select Vestry and was a faithful member of St Mary
Magdalene Parish Church, as Emily still is.
We remember Emily, her family circle and especially her devoted niece Gillian.

William (Billy) McDowell
Newtownabbey
4th March 2021

Billy was a faithful member of St Mary Magdalene Parish Church. He served on
the Select Vestry as Rector’s Glebewarden for several years. Billy was the person
who was mainly instrumental in the installation of our new heating system and was
also responsible for the organisation of our monthly Foodbank.
Billy never forgot his roots in the Donegall Pass. He was married to Dawn, also a
loyal supporter of this church and they had a great love for each other. We all will
miss Billy and as we extend our heartfelt condolences to Dawn, we assure her of
our continued thoughts and prayers over the times ahead.

In part three, verses 7-9, The Son speaks. Psalm 2 is probably the
greatest of the Messianic psalms—a psalm which mentions or alludes to
Jesus Christ as the Messiah. Psalm 2 stands out as a Messianic psalm; in
verse 2, the actual Hebrew word Messiah is used—in English this is
translated as “anointed”.
There are four voices interacting in Psalm 2—the voices of the people,
God, Son and finally in verses 10-11, the voice of the Holy Spirit. It is
the role of the Holy Spirit to draw us to Jesus Christ and this is exactly
what happens here in verses 10-11. We have a gentle, loving and tender
voice speaking. We are told to “be wise”, “be prudent” and “serve the
Lord with fear. We could not ask for better advice.
We have held the Annual General Vestry and all our office bearers are in
place. Thank you everyone for agreeing to fulfil these roles. We are
gradually getting back to normal in society and also in church life.

God bless
Robin Moore

Nunc Dimittis
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Annual General Vestry Meeting
A meeting of the Annual General Vestry, was held after church on Sunday
25th April. The Rector opened the meeting with prayer and thanked those
who had remained behind to attend. A total of 13 registered vestrymen
attended. In line with current Covid regulations, this was a shortened AGM
with only the presentation of accounts, appointments and elections taking
place.

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Your attitude determines
your direction

For your diary

Mon 14th Jun

Select Vestry 11.00 am

Unfortunately, all other organisations are still
unable to meet. As and when the situation
changes, you will be informed.

The Treasurer distributed the Annual Accounts for 2020 and presented a
brief report, which can be read on the next page. The following
appointments were made:
Mr Hugh Rodgers ..................... Rector’s Church Warden
Mr Peter Ainley ........................ People’s Church Warden
Mr Bobby Gowdy ..................

Rector’s Glebe Warden

Sunday 20th June

Mr Ronnie Luney ..................... People’s Glebe Warden
Select Vestry
Mr Cecil Dunwoody

Mrs Kate Irving

Mrs Libby Garstang (Treasurer)

Mrs Joan Rodgers

Mr Eddie Gill

Mrs Jacqueline Stephenson (Secretary)

Mr Bill Jeffrey

Mr David Stephenson

Mr Tom Jones
CHURCH SERVICES
Church services continue every Sunday at 11.30 am.
Holy Communion is celebrated on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of
the month

Please note the Rector’s new telephone
number
07856957282
His landline remains the same 90869569

Free Will Offering Envelopes
When church re-opened this year the Select Vestry was delighted that so many
people placed their FWO envelopes for the months during closure on the
collections plate. A number of envelopes for 2020 were also included and we are
also very grateful for these. However, the 2020 donations will be included for
2021 as our accounts for 2020 had to be with the accountant at the end of
February. If there are any problems with this please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for your continued support.
Libby Garstang

Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!

Morning Prayer is held on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month
4
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Treasurer’s Report for 2020
Annual General Easter Vestry – 25th April 2021.
AND WE ALL WENT HOME FOR TEA
(by Robert McCudden)
When I played in rough wool jerseys
And shorts reached to the knee
My games I’d quit at six o’clock
And go back home for tea
And everyone from any place
Like shop or factory
would finish work about that time
And go back home, like me.
They’d all come down the Dublin road
And Ormeau Avenue
For they dwelt around the Ormeau Baths
And near the Gasworks too
And they’d all go home for fish and chips
Or fried-up farls and ham
They’d Condensed Milk with sugared bread
Or Paris Buns with jam.
We were quite well off, we did all right,
To eat so scrumptiously
And I never heard of napkin rings
Or silvered cutlery.
But I heard of wondrous people
Who could knock off work at three
They had great houses lined with flowers
And dined down by the sea.
They were the saints and scholars
Or I thought they had to be
And they lived down by the Bangor line
With God, at Carnalee.

2020 started off to be a good year for St. Mary Magdalene Parish Church,
however, as we all know, Coronavirus appeared in March and brought the country
in to the first lockdown. This made a big difference to the finances of this church.
We were no longer able to hire our halls, car park income fell as many of the
tenants were either not working or on furlough. Free willing offering was down as
the church was closed for months at a time although many people did fill their
FWO envelopes on a weekly basis as usual and left them on the collection plate
when church re-opened. We had very little income from hall rents compared to
the previous years but income from the rectory rent continued. Big Breakfasts,
BB Burger Sunday and our Harvest Lunch had to be cancelled.
On a more positive note we received a number of donations for which we are very
grateful but one source of income which saved us was from the government Job
Retention Scheme. I was able to claim (in accordance with government ruling)
between 60% and 80% of their payments for the hours not worked by the Rector
and Alison from this scheme.
We still had to pay our bills although heating and electricity costs were a great
deal less as the hall has not been used for over a year now but Diocesan payments,
salaries, fees, rates, property insurance and maintenance still had to be paid. We
also paid for the first part of the new church heating system from the Restoration
Account - £21,282. Again because of the JRS we were able to pay back the loan
from the Restoration Account which was needed at the beginning of lockdown.
We also continued to support many charities during the year and are grateful to
those who collected and made donations to our Missions collections. Indeed the
Select Vestry are grateful to everyone who continues to support the parish during
these very different and difficult times. We hope that the latest stage of bringing
life back to “normal” will be successful and that everyone will continue to be
careful and stay safe.
I cannot end this brief report without mentioning Ann Sheppard. Ann has been
our FWO recorder for 40 years – I don’t think anyone has ever done any job for
this parish for so long before. We extend our thanks and appreciation to Ann for
all the work she has carried out over the years. Her dedication to the parish has
been outstanding. Thank you Ann – enjoy your retirement.
Libby Garstang
Honorary Treasurer
The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Mrs Ann Sheppard
Ann has a lifelong commitment to St Mary Magdalene
Parish Church. Ann’s mum, Mrs Henry, was the caretaker
for a number of years and Ann regularly helped her mum
with her caretaking duties. Ann sang in the choir and for
many years was ‘Brown Owl’ with 25th Brownie Pack in
this church. Ann also served the Sunday School in her role
as Superintendent.

for our younger readers
Jesus had twelve Apostles—usually known to us as the
Disciples. Can you find their names below. You will
see that there are thirteen in the list. One of them
replaced Judas who betrayed Jesus. Do you know
which one that was? Answer below.

One would think this was enough to cope with; however, as
well as these church and family commitments, Ann also for
40 years was our Freewill Offering Secretary! This was a
vital job in the church and Ann quietly and efficiently got on
with it.
Ann has decided to resign as Freewill Offering Secretary
and on behalf of myself, the Select Vestry and the
parishioners of St Mary Magdalene Parish Church, I say,
“Ann, thank you for your hard work, your faith and
faithfulness.”
“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:2)
God bless,
Robin Moore

We wish to record our gratitude to
Miss Jane Stewart who has kindly agreed to undertake
the role of FWO Recorder. Thank you Jane.
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