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SERVICES
CHURCH SERVICES

Flower Rota ~ January-February
2nd Jan

…… Vacant

9th Jan

…… Vacant

16th Jan

…… Vacant

23rd Jan

…… Vacant

30th Jan

…… Mr T Reilly —in memory of loved ones

6th Feb

…… The Fitzsimmons Family—in memory of their mother Martha

Church services continue every Sunday at 11.30 am
Holy Communion is celebrated on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month
Morning Prayer is held on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month

OTHER SERVICES
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
are arranged by contacting the Rector directly on
07856957282 or 90869569

…… Mrs S Davey—in memory of her mother and son John
13th Feb

…… The Ingram Family——in memory of loved ones

20th Feb

…… Mrs L Smyth —in memory of Jim, loving husband, Dad,
Grandad, Great Grandad and loved ones

27th Feb

…… Miss J Stewart

~ Prayer for healing ~
Dear Lord
We pray for all those in our parish who are ill, either in
body or mind, and ask that they may find comfort in
your healing presence. We especially remember the
Lennon family at this time of bereavement.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Christian Burial
Elizabeth Lennon MBE—Betty
3 Breda Court
29h December 2021 (died 20th December 2021)

Dearly loved sister of Jacqueline and Kate.
A faithful member of St Mary Magdalene Parish Church.
“I go to prepare a place for you, so that where I am you may be also.”
“Safe in the arms of Jesus; safe on His gentle breast.”

Nunc Dimittis
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BETTY LENNON

I

t was a sad occasion for everyone in St Mary Magdalene and
beyond when they learned of the passing of Betty on 20th
December 2021.

Betty grew up in Silvergrove Street, Donegall Pass and was a
member of this church all her life. From a young child she was
involved in the organisations—Brownies, Guides, Sunday School,
Youth Club and Badminton Club. In her adult years, she was a leader
in some of these organisations as well as being a member of the
Select Vestry and Ladies’ Guild, both of which she was Secretary for
many years. No matter what was going on in these buildings, Betty
was there and many of us can recall the ‘glory days’ of concerts,
shows, jumble sales to mention a few, with Betty being the ‘life and
soul of the party’.
To say that Betty lived life to the full is not an overstatement.
Nothing was too great a challenge—she simply got on with it. Her
strong faith was the mainstay of her life and especially in recent
years, being faced with even more challenges, Betty simply placed
her trust in God.



The Rector writes . . .

Dear parishioner
The first persecution of the Christian church was Jewish. The first Roman
persecution of the Christian church was in AD64 under the Emperor Nero.
“Come to Him, a living stone, though rejected by people, yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight.” (1 Peter 2-4). Peter talks about Jesus Christ as being
a “living stone”. Peter is going out of his way to say that Christ is not a
monument or a deal principle. He is telling us that Jesus is not only precious
but He is also the “cornerstone” of our Christian faith, even though He is
rejected by many, many people.
For the last two years, it seems that we have also been persecuted just like the
first Christians in AD64. Covid-19 has tested everyone and every institution
in our society. We have been tested and persecuted—some more than others.
There now seems to be hope and light shining through the gloom. We have

She is deeply mourned and missed by her loving family and countless
friends—many of whom attended her funeral. It was a real testament
to Betty that so many people were present—all with their own special
memories and tales to tell.

clung to the “precious stone”. Isaiah talks about the “stone of testing”. This is

Jacqueline, Kate, David and all the family would like to thank
everyone for the support they have received. All the prayers, cards,
and donations to this church in memory of Betty, have meant so much
to them.

lives. We can try other foundation stones in our lives but they are brittle and

Betty’s life was well lived. May she now rest in peace in the loving
arms of her Lord.
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a stone which has undergone tests and it doesn’t crack or break or is brittle;
this stone, therefore is reliable. Christ is not brittle—He is reliable. Christ is
the cornerstone of the Christian faith and He is the foundation stone of our
crack.
“Come to Him a living stone, though rejected by people, yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight.

God bless,
Robin Moore
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THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Whilst we have already celebrated the New Year on 1st January, other
nations and faiths mark this at different times of the year.
Did you know that the Chinese new year, also known as the Lunar New
Year or Spring Festival, changes each year, but still always falls in January
or February. Celebrations last up to 16 days but only the first 7 days are
considered a public holiday.

For your diary

Select Vestry
When you love someone,
you love the whole

Mon 7th Feb

11.00 am

Women’s Group Wednesdays 10.00-12 noon

person as he or she is,

Baby Cafe

Thursdays 9.30-10.30

and not as you would

Parent &
Toddlers

Thursdays 11.00-12.30

like them to be."

In 2022, it falls on Tuesday 1st
February and celebrations culminate
with a Lantern Festival on 15th
February. This festival is particularly
spectacular and indeed we often
witness it in this area where we are
privileged to have an active Chinese
community.
Chinese New Year marks the transition between Chinese Zodiac signs—all
named after animals. This year will mark the year of the Tiger. The
Chinese Zodiac, or Sheng Xiao, is a repeating 12-year cycle of animal signs
and their ascribed attributes, based on the lunar calendar. The Lunar New
Year marks to transition from one animal to the next.
In order, the zodiac animals are:
Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster,
Dog, Pig. .

Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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Family worker
update

for our younger readers
Here are some nice Valentine’s Day pictures for
you to colour in

A

fter a prolonged break due to Covid restrictions we are
looking forward to resuming our groups this month.

At our Wednesday Women’s group we are currently planning a
programme with South Belfast Alternatives looking at other
communities and learning about their culture and traditions.
Parent and Toddlers will continue to offer two sessions on
Thursday mornings
9.30-10.30 is a session for
parents/carers with babies
11-12.30 is a session for
parents/carers with toddlers
Please feel free to contact
me for any further
information.
Alison 07483884507

Articles for the March magazine should be with Kate by
Sunday 19th February
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REGISTER OF GENERAL VESTRYMEN AND VESTRYWOMEN

T

his register, which lists all parishioners eligible to
vote at the General Vestry is now open for revision.
It is very important that, if you are not already on this
register, you complete the necessary form to enable
your name to be added. Being on the General Vestry
entitles you to attend the Annual General Vestry Meeting
and to vote for your Select Vestry. If you are unsure
whether or not you are already on this register, please
check with one of the church wardens.
The register will be revised at the end of February after
which the register will be closed until next year.
This is very important
Please check and sign up if necessary

CROSSLINKS MISSIONARY SOCIETY

T

hank you most sincerely to all those who contributed
to the above Missionary Society.
This very
generous giving is greatly appreciated.

The amount of £656.94 was received.

FLOWER LIST
2022
Thank you to everyone who has already contributed to the Flower
Fund for the coming year. People do this for all sorts of
reasons— in memory of a loved one or at times to celebrate a
happier occasion like a wedding anniversary or birth of a child.
We continue to be very grateful to everyone who contributes to
this fund and especially to Mrs Joan Rodgers who diligently
arranges the flowers so beautifully week by week.
A few vacancies still exist and if you would like to mark a special
occasion, please see Kate as soon as possible.

Home schooling for the over-60s!
My mother taught me to

appreciate a job well done.
“If you’re going to kill each
other, do it outside. I’ve just
finished cleaning.”
My mother taught me religion.
“You’d better pray that will
come out of the carpet.!

My mother taught me foresight.
“Make sure you wear clean
underwear in case you get
knocked down.”
My father taught me irony.
“Stop crying or I’ll give you
something to cry about.!

My father taught me logic.
“Because I said so, that’s why.”

My mother taught me about
contortionism.
“Just you look at that dirt on the
back of your neck.”

My mother taught me more
logic.
“If you fall out of that swing and
break your neck, you’re not
coming to the shops with me.”

My mother taught me about
stamina.
“You’ll sit there until all that
cabbage in gone.”

Cecil and Lena
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