PASSWORDS
THE MAGAZINE FOR ST MARY MAGDALENE PARISH
DONEGALL PASS
In case of emergency, please contact one of the church wardens—
Hugh—90790232 or Peter—9020 7018 ……
www.wwwwwwww.st-marymagdalene.org.uk

Sudoku—here’s
a nice easy one
to get the year
started!

Finish
Maze—can you
find your way
out of the
maze? Start in
the centre and
make your way
out to the edge
of the circle at

Presentation of Christ in the Temple

the top left.
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FEBRUARY SSERVICES
ERVICES
SERVICES

3rd February—2nd Sunday before Lent
11.00 am Holy Communion
10th February—Sunday before Lent
11.00 am Morning Prayer

Flower Rota—-January-February
Jan 6th

………… Mrs M Porter & Mr D Boden

Jan 13th

………… Miss E Lennon

Jan 20th

………… Mrs A Crawford—in memory of her mother Peggy and

MINISTER
brother Tom

Canon K Ruddock

Canon K Ruddock

17th February—1st Sunday in Lent
11.00 am Holy Communion

Canon K Ruddock

24th February—2nd Sunday in Lent
11.00 am Morning Prayer

Canon K Ruddock

Jan 27th

………… Mr T Reilly

Feb 3rd

………… Mrs G Stewart—in loving memory of George and Elizabeth

Feb 10th

………… Mrs S Davey

Feb 17th

………… Mr & Mrs P Copley

Feb 24th

………… The Winters Family—in memory of their father Bertie

Holy Matrimony
Philip Harlan Brannigan
Diane Hazel Crawford
61 Old Forge Manor
28th December 2012

ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT
This year, Ash Wednesday falls on 13th February. A
celebration of Holy Communion will take place at
7.30 pm. Throughout Lent, services will be held each
Wednesday evening at 7.30 pm. All services take
place in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit.
Details of Holy Week will be given next month.

Remember in Prayer:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ronnie Ballantine,
Martha Fitzsimmons
Jim Garstang
Annie Jenkins
Lily Mark
David Mason

•
•
•
•
•
•

Emily Mason
Annie McCully
Sadie Parker
David Sampson
Jim Smyth
Laura Smyth

•
•
•
•
•

Frances Smith
Desmond Spratt
David Stephenson
Leila Webster
Jamie Webster

Please inform the Church Wardens of anyone you would like added to our prayer
list or who is in hospital or unwell.

Thursday Lunchtime Services
These will recommence on Thursday 31st January at 12.30 pm
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The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley. Notices to this effect have
been placed in the church and halls.
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for our younger readers ....
Starting at the top of the steeple, can you find
your way out?

V

acancy Update

S

ince the Rector’s retirement at the end of December, we, as a parish have
entered into a ‘Vacancy’ position. On Monday 14th January a meeting was
held between our Select Vestry and the Archdeacon of Belfast, the Rural Dean and
two members of the Permanent Commission. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide factual information about our parish life. This information will then be
passed to other committees who will have the responsibility of deciding when the
advertisement for a new Rector will be put in place.
In the meantime, Canon K Ruddock, the Diocesan Curate, has the task of ensuring
clergy cover is available for all our church services. Canon Ruddock is an old
friend of St Mary Magdalene parishioners and it has been lovely having him and his
wife Kathleen with us in recent Sundays.

Cover for emergencies, illness, deaths etc, during a vacancy becomes the
responsibility of the Rural Dean. Rev Ron Elsdon (tel 028 9066 9995) has been
carrying this out during the vacancy, but as he retires at the end of January, we must
wait for the appointment of the new Rural Dean, whose contact details will be
posted on the church notice board once they become available.
In the meantime, anyone requiring urgent clergy attention can contact one of the
church wardens—Hugh on 90790232 or Peter 90207018.

FAMILY WORKER

A

s most people are aware, Mrs Alison Shaw has
commenced her role as Family Worker within the
church. So far, she has been carrying out research into the
parish and shortly hopes to commence visiting with families.
Alison is currently working on a part-time basis, so obviously
it will take her some time to get to know everyone.
Hopefully, she may have something to report in next month’s
magazine.
If any young family would like to speak to Alison she can be
contacted on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday on
07749172423.
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Retirement news …..

A

fter the December Carol Service, parishioners came together for our usual tea,
mince pies and shortbread. It was at this gathering that our People’s Church
Warden, Peter, wished the Rector well and made the retirement presentation. A
cheque for £400 from the parish was given to the Rev T Kerr and Mrs Kerr received
a floral arrangement. The following ‘Thank you’ letter has been received.

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Life without God is like
an unsharpened pencil—
it has no point

For your diary

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 6th Feb 7.30 pm

Select Vestry
Mon 11th Feb 7.30 pm
(to be confirmed)
Ash Wednesday Wed 13th Feb 7.30 pm

God’s own country?

A

n American on holiday in
Glasgow was inside a
church taking photographs
when he noticed a golden
telephone mounted on the wall
with a sign that read ‘£10,000

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Midweek
Services

Thursdays at 12.30 pm

BB

Thursdays 6.30 pm onwards

per call'. The American, being intrigued, asked the minister what the
telephone was used for. The minister replied that it was a direct line to heaven
and that for £10,000 you could talk to God. The American thanked the
minister and went along his way.
Next stop was in London. There, at a very large cathedral, he saw the same
golden telephone with the same sign under it. He wondered if this was the same
kind of telephone he saw in Glasgow and he asked the Dean what its purpose
was. The Dean told him that it was a direct line to heaven and that for £10,000
he could talk to God. ‘OK, thank you,' said the American.

M

r Sam Perkins, who had cleaned our church and halls for the past
seven years, retired at the end of November. We are all grateful to
Sam for the work he carried out in keeping everything spic-and-span.
Some members of the Select Vestry and others who knew Sam well, met
with him for a good-bye tea in the church hall on the day of his leaving. A
gift from the parish was presented.
We’re delighted that three of our church
members, Hugh, Ronnie and David have
volunteered to keep this chore on in the
meantime. I’m sure everyone will agree that
they’re doing a great job—thank you gents!
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He then travelled to Dublin, Dundalk, Killarney, Galway, and Sligo and in every
church he saw the same golden telephone—this time showing a '€10,000 per
call' sign under it. The American, upon leaving Sligo decided to travel up to
Ulster to see if the Northern Irish had the same phone. He arrived in Belfast,
and again, in the first church he entered, there was the same golden telephone,
but this time the sign under it read ‘10 Pence per call’. The American was
surprised so he asked the Rector about the sign. ‘Reverend, I've travelled all
over Scotland, England and Southern Ireland and I've seen this same golden
telephone in many churches. I'm told that it is a direct line to heaven, but in
the other churches the sign showed either €10,000 or £10,000 per call. Why
is it so cheap here?' The Rector smiled and answered, 'You're in Ulster now
son …... it's a local call'!
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Ladies’ Guild
Brigade Council Rolls Into Town
Later This Year—an early note for
your diary

B

rigade Council has been held in
Northern Ireland on a number of
occasions, each time at a different
venue. Recent visits have been to
N e w c as t l e , L o n d o n de r r y a n d
Armagh. On behalf of The Boys’
Brigade in Northern Ireland, it is our
pleasure to invite you to Brigade
Council 2013, 6th to 8th September
2013.
Belfast City Council will host a Civic
Reception on the Friday evening to
mark the 125th Anniversary of The
Boys’ Brigade in Ireland. All Brigade
Council delegates are invited to join
with local leaders as we celebrate
this significant event at Belfast City
Hall.
All business meetings will take place
in Assembly Buildings – the recently
refurbished headquarters and
conference centre of The
Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

O

ur
January
lunch in La
Mon House Hotel
was a lovely way to
start off the new
year. The food was delicious and
the service excellent. We are
grateful to the staff and
management for looking after us
so well.
Please note that our February
meeting will be held on the first
Wednesday of the month—
Wednesday 6th February. Our
normal meeting night falls on Ash
Wednesday this year and we
know that members will want to
attend church that evening.
We will be holding our annual
auction, once again under the
gavel of our auctioneer, Miss
Betty Lennon, MBE. Please bring,
if you can, two items for auction.
I look forward to seeing you then.
Joan Rodgers—President

The Council Service will take place
at St Mary Magdalene Parish Church –
home to the 1st Irish Company. This
Service will mark the formation of
the Company in 1888 and its legacy.
William McMillan
Captain
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 Articles for the March
magazine should be with Kate
by
Sunday 17th February 2013.

FLOWER FUND
Thank you to all who have
contributed to the Flower Fund
for 2013.
The list is now
complete and can be seen on
the notice board at the back
of the church. There are a
couple of Sundays still
available if you would like to
add your name to the list.
Your generosity is very much
appreciated.

Annual Gift Day
The 2012 Gift Day held in
December raised £260.00.
This was a great effort and
thank you to everyone who
donated. You can be sure
that this money will be put
to good use in the
maintenance
and
restoration work being
carried out in the church.
Thank you—The Select Vestry

Faith, Family & Friends
Thanks to everyone for buying at
least one copy of ‘Faith, Family and
Friends’. To date the book has
raised just over £600 for the
church Restoration Fund.
Copies have been bought and sent
to friends and family in England,
Scotland and as far away as the
USA – not to mention the Donegall
Road!!
I hope everybody has enjoyed
reading it – I certainly enjoyed
writing it.
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Some of you might know that Jane Stewart visited Israel before Christmas. Here she recalls
some of her experiences and stories. It all sounds so fascinating—thanks to Jane for sharing
this with us.

JERUSALEM AND ISRAEL AGAIN
morning light over the Hinnom Valley. A day of meeting people, talking and
P early
listening. Afterwards I visited my friend with whom I had explored Cairo, thirty years
ago.
When I saw her my mind shot back to Israel's first incursion into Lebanon. I had been
teaching in the Anglican School. My usually effervescent Jewish colleagues had gone quiet.
Alone with me in the staffroom, B. had gathered up her papers , “I'm glad I've got all this
marking to do. It occupies my mind.”
This night she endeavoured to entertain me, but without her usual sparkle. Her husband was
away on necessary business in England. Her son had just finished his term of army service
and was back at base. But........ the war continued around Gaza.
Next night, I was with her for dinner in the cavernous home of another couple. Theirs must
be one of the oldest homes in Jerusalem, with thick, thick walls and sleeping rooms in the
basement. A work of art in itself. Never mind the vast array of paintings. As expected the
evening was full of sumptuous food, even better chat --- and the war was over. For the time
being. …!
Barry proudly showed me his son, just back from the army.

Towards the end of the meal, while the grand-daughters were preparing to serve desserts, I
saw a big man in a boiler suit coming into the kitchen, visible through the serving hatch.
The young women gave him a casual nod. He had used his own key and seemed to be one
of the family. At the table, “How long has Mahmoud been with you?” “Oh, twenty years.”
Mahmoud? A Moslem name!
Later, J. explained to me that Mahmoud had his wife and grown up family beyond
Bethlehem. But during the week he lived in a room in this affluent suburb, doing jobs for
his Jewish neighbours, having their compete trust. After he'd cleared up the kitchen he came
through, with a big kindly gap-toothed smile. Avi got up and gave him a lift home.
Sunday, evening I was travelling up to Haifa by bus. We travelled well for a time, passing
lots of military vehicles returning north but where the Jezreel Valley gives way to the
Carmel Hills there was a huge blockage. Patiently the traffic inched past. The biggest tank
I've ever seen was being transported . It took up two lanes almost. Where the road rose up
the transporter had blown a tyre.
In Haifa I was staying in my friend's spare room which is also the safe room. Built to
protect against germ warfare. Hilary showed me the regulation provisions stored in the
cupboard. Obviously I slept with the window open – it being an airtight room otherwise.
This was no hardship as it was a warm night. I heard the army of mighty cats calling. And
another sound. Hilary explained over breakfast. Jackels.

Next evening I went to stay with J., the former art teacher in the school. I found her new
home in leafy suburbs – bougainvillea, eucalyptus, two gigantic palm trees. We talked;
visited the Bible Lands Museum together It gives an extra dimension when viewing earliest
known writings to be in the company of a ceramicist. We toured a fascinating exhibition in
the Israeli Museum, showing some different strands of current Jewish society. She arranged
for me to join an American Thanksgiving Dinner/Shabbat meal on Friday. Thanksgiving
should have been on Thursday but it was especially fitting this Friday when H.'s grandchild
had returned after her first week in the army. And the peace treaty had still (officially) held.

Our one full day in Haifa was crowded. Hilary had bank business to do. While she attended
to that I asked a teller about something for myself The young woman explained my
problem.

“Zizi, What did you actually DO in the army?” She beamed through her brace. “Well, I
didn't know what I was doing to start with. Then after about three days I began to catch on.
We were copying out maps, beamed down from the helicopters. Showing the soldiers “Don't go there. That's a school. Avoid that – those are civilians.” Father declared to all “I
am the most blessed man in all the world. For I have the two cleverest and most beautiful
daughters in all the world.”

Something else I discovered at the end of that day. “Skyfall” is a hugely entertaining film.

“Avi, that's only because they laugh at your jokes.”

Another friend looked after me in Jerusalem. Together we met friends and indulged in a
beautiful Arab meal in the Old City. I met one of her friends who travels on the same bus
route as her. Tiny, trim with bright tartar eyes. Old and perhaps alone. “Tajik” she smiled.
Tajikistan. Although she and my friend have barely two words in common they
communicate.

“No, it's not. It's because they have the intelligence and maturity to appreciate my jokes.”
“H. tell us your Chicago story.”
“We-eell! I was ten years old. 1934. Depression. We had NUTHIN'. We were hungry!
And I was out with My Daddy delivering ice. We stopped at this place, big empty place with
a stage. And I saw this stage, empty. So I got up and started to tap-dance. And this man
appeared. Clapped his hands. Reached in and offered me a $100 note. You know what $100

6

was THEN? 1934. But I said “Sorry, My Daddy told me never to take money from strange
men.” So he smiled and walked away. …...Al Capone.

Hilary returned. “Which of these people is Arab?” I indicated one extremely well-groomed
young woman.. “That one.” “All of them,” she replied.
Haifa has a deserved reputation for being well-integrated.
Messianic Fellowship with an Arab pastor.

In fact, there is even one

Returning to Jerusalem by bus I gawped at the careful cultivation on all sides No more
miles of Jaffa oranges. They require too much water. Instead almost everything you could
imagine grown under moisture-catching polythene. Hardly an inch of space wasted.
Two soldiers were stretched out on the ground of the bus station, dozing.

Then I stood back from the window and came home.
Jane

7

