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Each letter in
this puzzle is
represented
by a number
1-26. Can
you crack the
code and
solve the
crossword?
Every letter
of the alphabet is used at
least once.
Three letters
are already
in place to
get you
started.
If you really
need help, the
solution is
shown on
Page 9
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W

asn’t it very disappointing to be told that we had to close church for an
additional two weeks? However, it is essential that we all play our
part in fighting this terrible virus and do our utmost to keep everyone safe.
Who knows if we might be forced into another closure in the New Year, but
for now, we’re delighted to be able to hold our Christmas services and we
look forward to celebrating the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We missed the start of Advent—the joy of beginning a new church year,
together with preparation for Christmas. We still however, have two more
Sundays in Advent to get caught up!
Sunday 20th December at 11.30 am will see our
annual celebration of Lessons and Carols—albeit
in a slightly modified format. Unfortunately we
will not be able to enjoy our usual tea and mince
pies afterwards. An Order of Service will be
produced and you are asked to lift one, together
with a Hymn Book on your way into church.
Please leave these behind in the pew as you leave. You may of course
prefer to bring your own hymn book along that morning.
On Christmas Eve, we are delighted to celebrate our first Holy Communion
of Christmas at 11.30 pm. This too will be in a modified format in order
with guidance set down by the Church of Ireland.

Who knows what 2021 might have in store for us? There is certainly
great hope with the start of the Covid vaccination programme but this
will take time. So, for whatever might lie ahead, we urge you all to
take the greatest of care, keep safe and trust in our loving God to see
us through to the end of this pandemic.

6th Dec

…… Mrs W Stewart

13th Dec

…… The Irvine Family—in memory of James & Agnes McCullough

20th Dec

…… The Irvine Family—in memory of Charles & Agnes Irvine
…… Ms J McMullan—in memory of her mother

27th Dec

Mr & Mrs C Dunwoody—in memory of loved ones

~ Prayer for healing ~
Dear Lord
We pray for all those in our parish who are ill,
either in body or mind, and ask that they may
find comfort in your healing presence.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Christian Burial
Raymond Hamill
20 Breton Road, Lisburn
3rd November 2020 (died 27th October 2020)

Sadly missed by his loving wife Joan, daughters, sons-in-law, grandchildren
and the entire family circle

Nunc Dimittis

A very happy and blessed Christmas to you all.
The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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We also send our deepest sympathy to Bill Jeffrey and
Esther Jones on the death of their brother David in Australia.
Rest in peace
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On Page 6, the gifts of The Twelve days of
Christmas are listed in the Younger readers word
search. But, do you know the religious meaning
behind this well known festive song? It is said that
each of the gifts symbolises a part of our
Christian faith ~ ~ ~



The Rector writes . . .

Dear parishioner
In the first two chapters of the Gospel according to St Luke there are five
songs. These are:

Gift

Symbolises

My True Love sent to me ~

True love = God

A Partridge in a pear tree ~

Partridge = His Son, Jesus Christ

Two Turtle Doves ~

Old and New Testament

“The Song of Mary”

Three French Hens

Three gifts—faith, hope and love

“The Song of Zechariah”

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel”

Four Calling Birds ~

Four Gospels

“The Song of the Angels”

“Glory to God in the highest.”

Five Gold Rings ~

Five books of Moses

Six Geese a-laying ~

Six days of creation

Seven Swans a-swimming ~

Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit

Eight Maids a-milking ~

The eight Beatitudes

Nine Ladies dancing ~

Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit

Ten Lords a-leaping ~

The Ten Commandments

Eleven Pipers piping ~

The Eleven Apostles (poor Judas!)

Twelve Drummers Drumming ~

The twelve points of the Apostles
Creed

“The Song of Elizabeth”

“The Song of Simeon”

“Blessed art thou among women and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.”
“My soul doth magnify the Lord.”

“Now Lord let thy servant depart in peace.”

Luke emphasizes how the Gospel is for everyone including the poor and
the marginalised in society. God chose John the Baptist to receive and
proclaim the Word of God—not Herod. God chose the shepherds to tell
of the Messiah's birth. The shepherds were near Bethlehem, the town of
the shepherd King David. The angelic announcement of the Saviour's
birth was not made to Caesar but to ordinary shepherds on the nightshift
near Bethlehem. The Song of the angels, called the Gloria in Excelsis
consists of two parallel lines with corresponding word pairs—glory/peace
heaven/earth and God/people. Similar words will be uttered by another
"multitude" at Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, except the peace will be in
heaven rather than earth.
Services will resume in St Mary Magdalene church on Sunday 13th
December. It would be great to see everyone out at our Advent and
Christmas services and just like the Heavenly Host giving "Glory to God
in the highest."

God bless
Robin Moore
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181st Anniversary of St Mary Magdalene
1st December 2020
Sadly, due to the Covid 19 restrictions, we were not in
church to celebrate our 181st Anniversary.
Normally on that day we sing the Anniversary Hymn,
written by Jacqueline Stephenson. You might like to
read and reflect over its beautiful words below:

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH

For your diary

Select Vestry
Six feet apart today is
better than six feet
under tomorrow
Stay safe!

Ladies’ Guild

Mon 9th Mar 7.30 pm

Carol Service

Sunday 20th December

Annual General
@Mon
11.30
Vestry
30tham
March 7.30 pm
Women’s Group
Wednesdays
Christmas
Eve10.00-12 noon
Snooker
TheClub
first
Parent &

(The original church of St Mary Magdalene was built in 1839 and
destroyed by fire in 1898. This present church stands since 1900)

Wed 11th Mar 7.30 pm

Toddlers
BB

Tuesdays
7.00 pm of
Holy
Communion
Christmas
Thursdays 10.00-12 noon

@11.30 pm
Thursdays 6.45-8.00 pm

We thank you God for this anniversary
In words of song and praise we worship Thee
Just as the phoenix rose up from the flames
We rose to glorify your holy name.
We thank you God that those who served before
Now live with you upon that heavenly shore
Their words of praise, of worship and of love
We echo now to you our God above.
We praise you God the Father and the Son
The Holy Spirit blesséd three in one
Throughout the years of faithful worship we
Give thanks to you the Holy Trinity.
Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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The late Mr Raymond Hamill
th

Raymond Hamill passed away peacefully on 27 October 2020. A
lifelong member of St Mary Magdalene, Raymond is survived by
his devoted wife Joan, daughters Angela, Deborah and Avril, sonsin-law and granddaughters. He was also a loving and much loved
Uncle to many.

helped

don’t

happen

His funeral took place in Christ Church Derriaghy on Tuesday 3rd
November. It was with immense sadness that his many friends in
St Mary Magdalene could not attend due to the continuing Covid
restrictions. However, we were able to participate via a live stream
link and are grateful to Raymond’s family for making this possible.
If you were unable to join in and would like to see this wonderful
tribute to Raymond, you can do so via our Facebook page.

accident

and

For those of us who were privileged to know him, we fondly
remember Raymond’s humour and wit. He was a regular member
of the Thursday lunch club and well known for his willingness and
enthusiasm for a lively debate. Raymond was steeped in the
traditions of the Church of Ireland and could quote scripture, chapter
and verse, in any situation. His faith ran deep and sincere, as was
witnessed by all who spoke during Raymond’s funeral service. He
served his church well. He was a former Boys’ Brigade member
and was elected to the Select Vestry for several years.
Raymond was a founding and much respected member of the 1st
Old Boys’ Silver Band. He was a very talented Euphonium and
Tuba player and was known throughout the UK.
Raymond will be sadly missed by all who knew him and a huge gap
has been left in the hearts of his loving family and the entire family
circle. To them we send our love and prayers, trusting they will find
comfort in the knowledge that their beloved Raymond now rests in
the safety of his Lord and Saviour.
Sure and Steadfast.

Helpline

Thank you to all who
with

the

This Christmas might be a

Christmas decorating of

difficult

the church. These things
we

one—especially

for

those living alone and perhaps

by

unable to go out shopping etc.

are

If there is anything urgently

grateful to the faithful

needed,

few who have given of

please

contact

the

Rector and we will do our

their time in preparing

best to assist you.

our beautiful church for
the Christmas season.

On behalf of the Rector and parishioners,
we wish everyone a very happy and
blessed Christmas
We do of course call to mind those parishioners who passed
from this life during 2020.

Gerald Anderson

January

Winifred Copley

February

Iris Hass

July

Raymond Hamill

October

We also remember the thousands of families throughout
the world for whom Christmas will be a sadder occasion
this year and hold them close in our thoughts and prayers.
May we all know the peace that Christmas brings
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for our younger readers
I’m sure you’ve all heard the well-known Christmas song ~ The
Twelve Days of Christmas. See if you can find the gifts mentioned ~
they’re all listed in the word search below:
1st Day = A PARTRIDGE in a pear tree
2nd Day = Two turtle DOVES
3rd Day = Three French HENS
4th Day = Four Calling BIRDS
5th Day = Five Gold RINGS
6th Day = Six GEESE a-laying
7th Day = Seven SWANS a-swimming
8th Day = Eight MAIDS a-milking
9th Day = Nine LADIES dancing
10th Day = Ten LORDS a-leaping
11th Day = Eleven PIPERS piping
12th Day = Twelve DRUMMERS Drumming

FLOWER LIST
2021

2020 Free Will Offering
Envelopes

2020 has passed in a blur for
many of us—a long and difficult
year indeed. However, passed it
has and it’s now time to arrange
the flower rota for 2020. We
continue to be very grateful to
everyone who contributes to this
fund and especially to Mrs Joan
Rodgers who diligently arranges
the flowers so beautifully week by
week.

The last date for receipt of FWO
envelopes for inclusion in the
2020 accounts will be
Sunday 17th January 2021
Please ensure all 2020 envelopes
are submitted by this date

Please see Kate as soon as
possible if you would like to
secure date(s) for 2021.

Thank you

TEAM HOPE SHOEBOX APPEAL

T

hank you to everyone who
so kindly gave monetary

donations in lieu of our annual
Christmas Shoebox appeal. We
raised £225 due to the usual
generosity of our parishioners.

The money

has been passed to Team Hope Ireland who
have expressed their immense appreciation
for this gift.
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