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Each letter in
this puzzle is
represented
by a number
1-26. Can
you crack the
code and
solve the
crossword?
Every letter
of the alphabet is used at
least once.
Three letters
are already
in place to
get you
started.
If you really
need help, the
solution is
shown on
Page 9
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Flower Rota ~ December

SERVICES
SERVICES
1st Dec— 1st Sunday in Advent
180th Anniversary Service
11.30 am Holy Communion

1st Dec

…… Mrs P Copley

READER

8th Dec

…… Mrs W Stewart

Joan Rodgers

15th Dec

…… The Irvine Family —in memory of James & Agnes McCullough

22nd Dec

…… The Irvine Family —in memory of Charles & Agnes Irvine

29th Dec

Mr & Mrs C Dunwoody—in memory of loved ones

2 Corinthians 5 –v– 14-17

Eddie Gill

8th Dec—2nd Sunday in Advent
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Isaiah 40 –v– 1-11

15th Dec—3rd Sunday in Advent
11.30 am Holy Communion

1 Thessalonians 5 –v– 16-24

22nd Dec—4th Sunday in Advent
11.30 am Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
24th Dec—Christmas Eve
11.30 pm First Communion of Christmas
29th Dec—1st Sunday of Christmas
11.30 am Holy Communion
5th January—2nd Sunday of Christmas
11.30 am Holy Communion

Bill Jeffrey
Various
Jacqueline Stephenson
Titus 3 –v– 4-7

David Nellins
18 Posnett Street

David Stephenson

25th October 2019 (died 22nd October 2019)

Galatians 4 –v– 4-7

tba
Colossians 1 –v– 1-14

tba

12th January—1st Sunday after the Epiphany
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Genesis 1 –v– 1-5

19th January—2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
11.30 am Holy Communion

1 Corinthians 1 –v– 1-9

26th January—3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Isaiah 9 –v– 1-4

Our sympathy and prayers are with Yvonne,
Jackie and Davy's entire family,

Nunc Dimittis

tba
tba

CELEBRATING 180 YEARS
1839-2019
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Christian Burial

~ Prayer for healing ~
Dear Lord

Join us on Sunday 1st December as we celebrate the 180th anniversary
of our church. Tea/Coffee and light refreshments will served in the hall
after the service.

We pray for all those in our parish who are ill,
either in body or mind, and ask that they may
find comfort in your healing presence.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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MR DAVID NELLINS
Mr David Nellins – a lovely man. That is how David (Davy) is
remembered by all who knew him in St Mary Magdalene Parish
Church.
He was in church each Sunday until illness prevented him from
taking his usual seat in the back pew of the centre aisle.
Before he became ill, David was a regular member of the
Snooker Club, and a former member of the Select Vestry. He
often helped out with hall bookings by opening and locking the
hall and this was much appreciated.
He is missed in St Mary Magdalene and our sincere sympathies go
to his daughter Yvonne, husband Jackie and family circle.

On behalf of the Rector and parishioners,
we wish everyone a very happy and
blessed Christmas
We do of course call to mind all parishioners who passed
from this life during 2019. We remember especially all
their families for whom Christmas will be a sadder occasion
this year and hold them close in our thoughts and prayers.

John Pentland
Annie Jenkins
David Spackman
Harold Pitman
Percy Copley
Martha Armstrong
Jim Garstang
David Nellins
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March
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The Rector writes . . .

Hello
He was lying in a "manger". Three times in the space of ten verses St
Luke uses the word "manger". Why? He keeps mentioning this word in
his account of the Nativity—Luke 2:7, 12 and 16. Christ was born in an
animal's feeding manger. Luke, most likely, was influenced by Isaiah
1:3—"The ox knows his master, the donkey his owner's manger, but Israel
does not know, my people do not understand."
This is one of my
favourite verses in the Bible. Isaiah is saying that cattle and donkeys have
more sense than men and women. Jesus Christ was destined for a throne
but began His life in a trough.
The shepherds and angels respond to the birth of Christ. The shepherds
were near Bethlehem which is fitting since this is the town of the shepherd
David. The angels' announcement of the Saviour's birth is not made to the
Emperor or Governor but to ordinary shepherds on the nightshift near
Bethlehem. The humble circumstances of Jesus' family background and
beginnings is a recurring theme of the infancy narrative. Luke starts the
way he intends to go on. This Gospel is for everyone—for rich, poor,
widows, children, sinners, foreigners, outcasts. For a man of his time the
outreach and universalism of The Gospel according to St Luke is really
quite remarkable.
The Advent season is upon us. It is always good to remember amid all the
fuss of Christmas that really it is first and foremost a penitential season—
just like Lent. Enjoy Christmas but don't forget St Luke's baby in the
manger. Be like the ox and donkey—understand and know your Master.

God bless
Robin Moore
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CROSSLINKS MISSIONARY
SOCIETY

Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols
will be held on
Sunday 22nd December
at 11.30 am.
Tea/Coffee and mince
pies will be served in the
hall afterwards.

It would be greatly appreciated if all
missionary boxes and donations
were returned to the above Society
by the beginning of December 2019.
Please remember the needs of the
church overseas, promoting GOD’S
WORD TO GOD’S WORLD.
Thank you for your interest, prayers
and generous giving.

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Peace on earth will come
to stay
When we live Christmas
every day.

Food Bank:
The next foodbank
Sunday will be:

For your diary

Select Vestry

Mon 9th Dec 7.30 pm

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 11th Dec 7.30 pm

9 Lessons and
Carols

Sun 22nd Dec 11.30 am

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Women’s Group Wednesdays 10.00-12 noon
Parent &
Toddlers

Thursdays 10.00-12 noon

BB

Thursdays 6.45-8.00 pm

Sunday 15th Dec

Lena and Cecil

Big Breakfast: The total raised after expenses amounted to
£715. Many thanks for your support, to "the workers" and to
those who sent donations. Well done. Another great success!
Annual Report: Everyone should, by now, have received a
shortened copy of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts
for 2018. If you would like a copy of the full report, copies are
available at the back of the church.

There will not be a
magazine in January.
Articles for the
February 2020
magazine should be
with Kate by Sunday
19th January at the
latest.

2019 Free Will Offering Envelopes: The last date for receipt
of FWO envelopes for inclusion in the 2019 accounts will be
Sunday 12th January 2020.
Libby (Treasurer)
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Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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for our younger readers

To everyone at St. Mary Magdalene
I want to say a very big thank you for all your prayers, thoughtfulness
and concern for both Jim and me.
Jim's sudden passing due to organ failure was a great shock to us
all. He loved St. Mary Magdalene Parish Church and the people in
it. He made many good friends here over the past 23 years and he
would have been delighted to see so many in church for the Service of
Thanksgiving for his life. The photograph of Jim on the Order of
Service was Jim saying different things to many people but to me it was
just Jim saying "Cheers everyone, thank you for being my friends and
thanks for being here today to celebrate my life"
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FLOWER LIST
2020

GIFT DAY
ENVELOPE

Can you believe that
another year has
almost passed and it’s
time again to arrange
the flower rota. We continue to
be very grateful to everyone
who contributes to this fund
and especially to Mrs Joan
Rodgers who fait hful ly
arranges the flowers so
beautifully week by week.
Please see Kate as soon as
possible if you would like to

The Gift Day envelope for this
year has been included in the
2019 FWO pack. It is the white
one placed at the front of the
December envelopes.
Please do your best in giving to
this appeal. The much needed
money collected goes towards
maintaining and restoring our
beautiful church.
Your
generosity is, as always,
greatly appreciated.
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Ladies’ Guild

et another successful Christmas Shoe Box evening
was held last month. We are always grateful to
everyone who supports this annual effort—members of
the Guild and Women’s Group, parishioners and friends.
Your generosity towards this excellent cause is genuinely
appreciated. In total, 57 boxes were filled and these are now
making their way to Eastern Europe, where they will bring no small
amount of joy to some of the children living there. We received
the following message from John and Yvonne Young, our contacts
within Teamhope Ireland ~
John and I want to say a huge ‘Thank you,’ to each and every
one of you. Your generosity and support is greatly appreciated
by Teamhope & recipients and a lovely encouragement to us.
‘Teamhope teamwork... ‘ God bless you ALL... xxx
On Wednesday 11th December we are delighted to welcome Mr
John Ussher, to deliver an evening of magic! This event is open to
everyone and we would love it if you could come along and support
us. John has performed his magic across the world and we are very
lucky to have him at the Guild.
Joan Rodgers—President

BB Enrolment
& Burger Sunday

A

big “Well done” to all the
boys who attended our
annual
Boys'
Brigade
enrolment service last month,
also to the parents,
grandparents, family and
friends for supporting the boys
and leaders.
A very special “well done” to
Kye for doing the reading.
Burger Sunday was
a great success.
Thank you all for
your
support
before, during and
after the event. The amount
raised was £225.
Christmas Holidays
The last night before the
Christmas Holidays will be
Thursday 12th December. We
will resume again on Thursday
9th January at the usual time
6.45pm to 8.00pm.

Family worker
update

I

n December our Women's
group will

continue with our
"Cook It" course
culminating with a
Christmas dinner on Wednesday
18th December.
Our Parent and Toddlers
continues until Thursday 12th
December when we will be
celebrating with a Christmas
party.
Both groups meet from 10-12
noon and are open to anyone who
wants to join.

Alison

A happy and blessed Christmas
from the 1st Irish.

Boxes all ready and packed with pressies!
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William McMillan
Captain & Liverpool Supporter
#MUWG
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