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SERVICES

Flower Rota ~ December

SERVICES
3rd December—1st Sunday of Advent
11.30 am Holy Communion

3rd Dec

…… Mr & Mrs P Copley

10th Dec

…… Vacant

Isaiah 64 –v– 1-9

17th Dec

…… The Irvine Family—in memory of James & Agnes McCullough

Ann Sheppard

24th Dec

…… The Irvine Family—in memory of Charles & Agnes Irvine

31st Dec

…… Mr & Mrs C Dunwoody—in memory of loved ones

READER
David Stephenson

10th December—2nd Sunday of Advent
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Isaiah 40 –v– 1-11

17th December—3rd Sunday of Advent
11.30 am 9 Lessons and Carols

Various

24th December—4th Sunday of Advent—
Christmas Eve
11.30 am Morning Prayer
11.30 pm First Holy Communion of Christmas

31st December—Christmas 1
11.30 am Holy Communion

Christian Burial
Ronnie Luney
Samuel 7 –v– 1-11, 16

Elizabeth (Lilian) Spratt
46 Castledillon Road, Belvoir

Jacqueline Stephenson

17th November 2017 (died 14th November 2017)

Hebrews 1–v– 1-4

Tom Jones
Isaiah 61–v– 10-62 –v– 3

Loving mother, grandmother and sister. Wife of the late
Desmond. Deeply missed by all the family circle and the
people of St Mary Magdalene.
Nunc Dimittis

7th January—1st Sunday after Epiphany
11.30 am Holy Communion

Kate Irving
Genesis 1 –v– 1-5

~ Parish Prayer List ~
asked to include the following in your daily prayers. Take 4 or 5 names per day and ask for
Y ouGod’sare blessing
on each one. Some of our parishioners will remain on the list permanently,

Thursday Lunchtime Services
The last Thursday service for this year will be on 7th December
and will resume in January. Date will be announced in church.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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especially those who are in homes of one kind or another, housebound or suffering from chronic and
ongoing conditions. If you know of someone whose name should be added, please inform the Rector
or one of the church wardens. No name has been omitted intentionally.

NH = Nursing Home; CH = Care
Home; RH = residential home]
Martha Armstrong, Masserene NH, Antrim
David Baird, Fairhaven RH, North Rd
Mina Henry, Arlington House, North Pde
Annie Jenkins, Carryduff NH
Eileen Ross, Beechill House CH

Warren Crawford
Jim Garstang
Gloria Graham
Esther Jones
Edna King
Frances McClean
David & Emily Mason
Jean Matthews

Naomi & Tom Reilly
Jim Shields
Laura Smyth
Stella Spackman
David Stephenson
Roy Taylor
Greta Wilson
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The Rector writes . . .

Hello,
Prayer is a prominent theme in Luke. Only Luke has Jesus praying
at His baptism, the healing of a leper, before the choosing of The
Twelve, before Peter's confession of Jesus on the Mount of
Transfiguration. Jesus also prays before teaching The Lord's Prayer.
He prays intensely on the Mount of Olives on the eve of His
crucifixion and He prays on the cross.

There will be no magazine in January.
Articles for the February magazine should be with Kate Irving by
Sunday 14th January 2018.

A very happy and blessed Christmas to all.

Luke portrays and stresses the innocence of Jesus in the Passion
story. The Jewish leaders make three accusations about His guilt but
these are more than matched by Pilate's four declarations of Jesus'
innocence. Unlike the other Gospels the innocence of Jesus is also
confirmed by Herod, by one of the criminals crucified with Jesus
and by the centurion at the cross.
At this Christmas time it is also important to remember that Luke is
the Gospel of Joy. It begins and ends with joy—"I bring you good
news of great Joy" - Chapter 2:10; the last verse but one of Luke
says—"Then they worshipped Him and returned to Jerusalem with
great Joy". Please come and worship your Lord this Christmas and
experience His JOY! .

God bless
Robin Moore
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THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
Christmas Concert

Festival of Lessons and
Carols
In an effort to encourage
numbers at our annual Carol
Service, it has been decided to
hold it on
Sunday 17th December
at 11.30 am.
Tea/Coffee and mince pies will
be served in the hall
afterwards.

The planned Christmas Concert
by Class Act on Saturday
16th December at 7.30 pm
has been cancelled.
We hope to run this at a later
date.

For your diary

Somehow, not only for
Christmas,
But all the long year
through,
The joy that you give to
others
Is the joy that comes
back to you.

Select Vestry

Mon 11th Dec 7.30 pm

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 13th

7.30 pm

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

John Greenleaf Whittler

Women’s Group Wednesdays

10-12 noon

Parents and
Toddlers

Thursdays

10-12 noon

BB

Thursdays

6.30-8.00 pm
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Freewill Offering & Charity Boxes Returns for 2017 
In order to be included in the 2017 accounts, you are asked to ensure that
any outstanding Freewill Offering envelopes for 2017 are placed in the
church by Sunday 14th January 2018.
Any Leprosy and MAF charity boxes should be returned by the end of
December.
Thank you for your continued and faithful giving.
Libby (Honorary Treasurer)
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for our younger readers ....

F

LOWER LIST 2018

Another year has almost passed and it’s time again to
arrange the flower rota. We continue to be very grateful to
everyone who contributes to this fund and especially to Mrs Joan Rodgers
who faithfully arranges the flowers so beautifully week by week. Please
see Kate as soon as possible if you would like to secure date(s) for 2018.
Those of us who purchased Jacqueline’s first
edition of poems back in 2012, will be delighted
to learn that she has now produced a second
volume of her work. This collection, named
‘Life Lines’ and dedicated to ‘The family that
is St Mary Magdalene Parish Church’, reflects
mostly on incidents in Jacqueline’s life—some
reflective and others hilarious!
As before, the booklet is available at £3.99 a
copy and all proceeds are being donated to the
church restoration fund. So treat yourself to a
copy or buy one as a present for Christmas. It’d
make a lovely gift for someone special.

Gift Day Envelopes
Our annual Gift Day will be celebrated on Advent Sunday—
3rd December, marking the 178th anniversary of our church
(1st December 1839). Gift Day envelopes will be distributed
and we ask that you do your best in giving to this appeal.
The much needed money collected goes towards maintaining
and restoring our beautiful church.
Remember, if you are a tax payer, please consider Gift
Aiding your donation. This costs you nothing and the church
can gain additional funds. Your generosity is, as always,
greatly appreciated.
The Select Vestry

8

5

Ladies’ Guild

Family worker
update ….

BB ENROLMENT & BURGER SUNDAY

W

ell done to the boys and their families who attended our BB Enrolment
last month. To all the boys who took part in the service—you did very
well. Also, a big thanks to the Rev Moore for the penalty shoot-out ...yes
you did read that right! The Blues won 6-5 against the Glens, same old story
Hugh R.
Following the penalty shoot-out, the Rev Moore asked for two volunteers to
help finish his talk. Bill J and David S were ‘volunteered’. You have heard
the expression ‘losing the shirt off your back’, well it wasn’t quite that, but
they lost the ties around their necks! All in a good cause according to the
Rev Moore.
NEWSFLASH Unconfirmed reports that
Bill J and David S are considering cutting all
ties with St Mary Magdalene Parish Church.
A spokesperson for the church said both men
were tied up with their legal teams.

W

Wednesday Women's group
We are continuing to meet during
December with a course from South
Belfast Alternatives. We finish on
Wednesday 13th December and
recommence in the new year on 3rd
January 2018.
Parent and Toddlers
We continue to meet over the next
couple of weeks. Our last week will
be on Thursday 14th December when
we plan to join with the Sure Start
trip to the Ark farm. We will
recommence on Thursday 4th
January 2018.
Messy Church
We have enjoyed successful ‘Messy
Church’ sessions in October and
November. Our next one will be in
January—date to be announced.

A

big thank you to all who supported our 2nd Burger
Sunday on the 26th November with over 60
people attending. All the hard work paid off. On the
day over £300 was raised and I am sure the figure will
rise. I sincerely thank everyone who made it a great
success.

Best wishes to all for a joyful
Christmas and peaceful New Year.
Alison

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
We will finish on Thursday 14th December and start again on Thursday 11th
January 2018 at the usual times.
From everyone at the 1st Irish have a Happy Christmas!
William McMillan

FRIDGE MAGNETS
Looking for a last minute
stocking filler? What better
than a St Mary Magdalene
fridge magnet. Available at the
back of the church @ £2 each.

e
cannot
express
how
grateful we are to
everyone
who
supported our annual
shoebox appeal. Help came, not
only from our faithful members,
but from the Wednesday
Women’s
Group,
other
parishioners and friends. In total
we sent 58 boxes and donations
of £220.50 to Team Hope
Ireland!
Our boxes are now
making their way to Romania.
When this project started in
Northern Ireland 5 years ago, 400
boxes were donated—last year,
in our province alone, 7500
boxes were sent to children in
Eastern Europe and Africa. What
a success and such an honour for
us to be part of.
At our December meeting, we
will be stepping back in time and
making a Victorian candle table
decoration. We look forward to
that.
Can I just remind everyone that
the money for the New Year
lunch should be paid at our next
meeting.
On behalf of the Guild, I wish
you all a very happy, peaceful
and blessed Christmas.

Joan Rodgers—President

Captain 1st Irish Company
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