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Celebrating
Animals

Bell

Bethlehem

Boxing Day

Tree

Candles

Chimney

Christmas

Christmas Eve

Turkey

Christmas Day

Crackers

Cradle

Decorations

Wise Men

Dinner

Donkey

Fairy lights

Family

Ham

Hats

Holly

Ivy

Jesus

Joseph

Mary

Mistletoe

Presents

Pudding

Reindeer

Rudolph

Sack

Santa

Shepherds

Sleigh

Sprouts

Stable

Stars

Tinsel

Thanks to Ruth
Stephenson for
coming up with
all these words
Dec 2014
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ERVICES
SERVICES

Flower Rota—-December
READER

Dec 7th

……

Mr & Mrs H Rodgers

……

Mr & Mrs P Copley

7th Dec—2nd Sunday of Advent
11.00 am Holy Communion

Ronnie Luney

Dec 14th

……

Mr & Mrs J Taylor—in memory of loved ones

Romans 15 –v- 4-13

Dec 21st

……

The Irvine Family

14th Dec—3rd Sunday of Advent
11.00 am Christingle

John 1 –v– 1-9

……

Mr & Mrs C Dunwoody—in memory of loved ones

……

Miss E Ross—n memory of loved ones

……

The Irvine Family—memory of loved ones

21st Dec—4th Sunday of Advent
11.00 am BB Enrolment

Rector
BB Boy/Officer
Jeremiah 1 –v– 4-10
Luke 2 –v– 41-52

Dec 28th

7.00 pm Nine Lessons and Carols
Valerie Ireland

24th Dec—Christmas Eve
11.30 pm Holy Communion

Hebrews 1 –v– 1-4

28th Dec—1st Sunday of Christmas
11.00 am Morning Prayer (old format)

Isaiah 35 –v– 1-10

Kate Irving

4th Jan—2nd Sunday of Christmas
11.00 am Holy Communion (Rev Stewart Heaney)
11th Jan—1st Sunday after the Epiphany
11.00 am Morning Prayer

Readers/readings will
be posted on notice
board at back of church

18th Jan—2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
11.00 am Family Service
25th Jan—3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
11.00 am Morning Prayer (Rev Brian Courtney)

Thursday Lunchtime Services
These will finish for Christmas with a Christmas dinner on Thursday 4th
December and resume in the New Year on Thursday 15th January 2015.

The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Bob Cotter, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Christian Burial
Harry Todd
40 Vernon Street
17th November 2014 (died 13th November 2014)
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Todd family at this time. Harry passed away
on the morning of Thursday 13th November in the Mater Hospital. The funeral
took place from the family home at 10.00 a.m. on Monday 17th November,
followed by committal at Roselawn Cemetery.
Born in Ballyclare on 8th July 1941, Harry served his time as a joiner in the
shipyard, before working for the Department of the Environment. He met Jean and
they subsequently married in the Presbyterian Church, Donegall Pass, in 1964.
They recently celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Harry is survived by
his son Richard and daughter Heather, as well as his wife Jean and grandson
Ethan.
Harry made a massive contribution to the Donegall Pass area over many decades.
He served on countless committees and spent all of his ‘spare’ time trying to
improve provision for the people of the area. Many people have reason to be
grateful to his efforts to help secure them their first house. Many key local
projects, including the Community Centre, would not have proceeded without
Harry’s drive and determination. He will be greatly missed and his unstinting
service to this area will live long in the minds and memories of those who
witnessed him at work.
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W

e hope to have a good attendance at
our Christingle Service on Sunday

14th December at 11.00 am. To refresh
your memory on how to make a Christingle,
read on …….

How to make a Christingle
1. Take an orange and fasten a piece of red sticky
tape round the middle.
2. Cut a small cross in the top of the orange and
push a candle into the hole.
3. Load four cocktail sticks with sweets and stick
them into the orange.
(The candles will be lit later in the service and all
the lit Christingles placed together)

 There will not be a magazine in January.

We wish all parishioners a happy, blessed Christmas
and a peaceful and healthy New Year.
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The Rector writes . . .

Dear Parishioners
‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’ [Luke 2: 10-11]
whose occupation meant that they spent all day and night
A outgroupin theof shepherds
open keeping an eye on their sheep are unexpectedly entrusted with
an amazing message. That day had started just like any other day. They had led
their flocks from one patch of grass to another, had kept vigilant as usual for any
that were wandering away from the flock. If they were good at their job they could
tell each sheep apart. They knew the placid ewes and the lively young sheep born
only a few months previously. They were wary of the unpredictable and moody
rams. If they weren’t daydreaming they quickly realized when any were missing
and broke off from the group to go and find them, perhaps enjoying a secret clump
of grass, perhaps caught in a thicket, perhaps having lost their footing and having
slipped into a gully.
Each creature was a valuable investment which needed to be protected. They
couldn’t afford that any should go astray, get lost or be killed by wild animals.
They were out there on the hillside protecting their assets, not admiring the
scenery. No sooner had they bedded down for the night beside their fire, having
worked out the rota for keeping an eye on the sheep during the dangerous hours of
darkness, when their familiar routine was suddenly and rudely interrupted by the
sudden appearance of ‘an angel of the Lord’. Angelic visitations were not part of
your job description. You weren’t trained for this eventuality. There was no line in
your contract which ran: ‘must be ready at all times to welcome visitors from
heaven at any hour of the day or night. They must listen carefully and convey such
messages to the lawful recipients’. Nothing could be further from the truth.
Shepherds wouldn’t expect to be entrusted with important information. In everyday
life if somebody said ‘It’s true – I heard it from a shepherd!’ they would be laughed
out of court. You might as well say you heard it from a woman!
Yet, thanks be to God, the Lord of heaven and earth hasn’t got a list of celebrities
he consults when anything vital has to be conveyed. He doesn’t thumb through the
heavenly equivalent of ‘Who’s who’ to find a worthy individual to entrust with the
next piece of headline news. His perspective turns all our cherished pecking orders,
lists of the ‘great and the good’, the ‘people in the news’, the ‘movers and shakers’,
the ‘high-fliers’ on their heads. The fact that God didn’t go through the ‘right
3

channels’ and inform the High Priest or a leading Pharisee of his intentions is
instructive in itself. Shepherds are informed of Jesus’ birth and women are entrusted
with the even more amazing news of the resurrection. In Luke 24: 5 we read ‘The
women were terrified’ at the appearance of two men ‘in dazzling clothes’ who
inform them ‘He is not here, but has risen’. The group of women, including Mary
Magdalene then dutifully go off to inform the apostles to be met with incredulity:
‘But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them’ [Luke
24: 11]
The Christmas story as it unfolds in Luke or Matthew will appear to many people
‘an idle tale’. It seems to them like an ‘add-on’ to the more accessible narrative
about a jolly man in a red suit who spends his time breaking into houses to leave
gifts. They have never heard or choose to forget the even more wonderful adult
piece of news that the shepherds received. It is a piece of ‘good news’ which has
universal application. It is not only for the lucky ones or the lottery winners. It is
‘for all the people’ whatever their circumstances. The message is that a ‘saviour’ has
been born, someone to rescue us from ourselves, someone to free us from the
prisons we have made for ourselves, someone to bring us ‘great joy’. Perform the
humble but important role of a shepherd this Christmas and pass on this most
wonderful news!

Rev Bob Cotter
Parish Open Day
Thank you to those who attended
the Parish Open Day on Saturday
15th November. This was the
first time we had held such an
event and whilst it would have
been encouraging to have more
people come along, we give thanks
for those who did turn up. It was
a wonderful opportunity to
showcase our beautiful church and to
promote the activities that take place.
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o remember while

For your diary

175th Anniversary

Service

Mon 1st Dec

7.00 pm

only Christmas day, in

Select Vestry

Mon 8th Dec

7.30 pm

the year let there be

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 10th Dec

7.30 pm

Christmas in the things

Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Thursdays
(See Page 2)

12.30 pm

Parents and
Toddlers

Thursdays
(See Page 6)

10-12 noon

BB

Thursdays
(See Page 7)

6.30 onwards

December brings the

you do and say?

Midweek
Anon Services

What do they sing
at a Snowman’s
birthday party?
Freeze a jolly good
fellow
What do you get if you
cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker!
Who delivers presents to
baby sharks at Christmas?
Santa Jaws!
Who is Santa’s favourite
singer?
Elf-is Presley!
What do Santa’s helpers
learn at school?
The elp –abet!
How do snowmen get
around?
They ride an icicle!
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W

e have enjoyed a number of events in celebration

~ Parish Prayer List ~

of our landmark anniversary and thank you to

to include the following in your daily prayers. Take 4 or 5 names per
Y oudayareandasked
ask for God’s blessing on each one. Some of our parishioners will remain on

everyone who has supported us in any way.
To finish this remarkable achievement, we end with the
Anniversary Service to be held on:

Monday 1st December
7.00 pm
Preacher: The Bishop of Connor, the Rt Rev Alan Abernethy
A light supper will be served afterwards in the hall.

the list permanently, especially those who are in homes of one kind or another,
housebound or suffering from chronic and ongoing conditions. If you know of someone whose
name should be added, please inform the Rector or one of the church wardens. No name has
been omitted intentionally.

[NH = Nursing Home; CH = Care Home;
RH = residential home]
Martha Armstrong, Masserene Nursing Home
David Baird, Fairhaven RH, North Road
Ena Belton, Hollygate NH
Edith Booth, Carryduff NH
Barbara Drysdale Silver Birch Lodge NH,
Saintfield.

Many former parishioners and clergy will be attending, so please come
along to what promises to be an uplifting end to our milestone year.

Mina Henry, Arlington House, North Parade
Mary Leslie, Arlington House, North Parade
Annie McCully, Belmont CH
Sadie Parker, Belmont CH
David Sampson, Park Manor NH, Dunmurry

The Belfast Phoenix Choir
with the choirs from Downey House and Fullerton
House Preparatory Schools
welcome you all to an evening of Carols, old and new and

John Burns
George and Margaret Clarke
Warren Crawford
Martha Fitzsimmons
Jean Fulton
Jim Garstang
Victor Gourley
Gloria Graham
Annie Jenkins
Edna King (Meadowlands)
Frances McClean
Jean McCurrie
Elizabeth Mark
David and Emily Mason
Brian and Jean Matthews
Tom Reilly
Eileen Ross
Jim Shields
Doreen Smyth
Laura Smyth
Stella Spackman
David Stephenson
Roy and Ena Taylor
Greta Wilson

familiar Christmas songs on
Friday 7th December at 7.30 pm sharp
Tickets £7.00. Pay at the Door or contact Norma on
07756222540 or 02890 450910

Big Breakfast

T

hank you to everyone who supported us ~ the cooks, washeruppers, waiters and waitresses - and of course to you who came
along to enjoy the best fry in Belfast! We apologise to those who had
to wait a while for their food, but all agreed it was well worth it!
Another great effort, raising over £1000 towards much needed
funds. Well done to all
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Family Worker update ….

Ladies’ Guild

P

arent and toddlers continues to meet each Thursday morning from 10 - 12.
During December we are making some simple Christmas crafts with the
children, great fun and very messy! We are always glad to welcome new members
so if you are a parent or carer of pre school children come along and join us
anytime. Our last day before Christmas will be 18th December 2014 and we will
resume again on 15th January 2015.
I would also like to highlight two important projects in the area:
The South Belfast Foodbank, this is providing emergency food for local people in
crisis. The process is simple and completely confidential. If you are aware of
anyone who could benefit from this service please contact me and I can provide a
voucher to take to the centre at Mornington Community Centre,117 Ormeau Road,
Belfast.
The second project is C.A.P. This is an organisation which provides free debt help
for the community. They can be contacted free on 0800 328 0006 or at
www.capdebthe,p.org
If you want more information on any of these activities please contact me, best
wishes to all for Christmas and the new year.

Alison - 07547030451

FLOWER LIST
FOR 2015

C

ould I remind everyone that the
annual Enrolment Service will
take place on Sunday 21st December
at 11.00 am. I appeal to all parents
and grandparents to come along and
support the boys and leaders at this
service. Tea, coffee and juice will be
served afterwards.
Boys should meet in the BB Room at
10.30 am full uniform to be worn.
We will stop for Christmas on
Thursday 18th December and start
back on Thursday 15th January.
Happy Christmas!
William McMillan
Captain 1st Irish Company

T

hank you to all
members for your
generosity
in
donating
presents
and making up the Christmas
Shoeboxes in aid of Blytheswood
Care’s work with refugees in
Eastern Asia.
Altogether we
had donated 20 boxes and these
have been delivered to
Blytheswood to be sent on in
time for Christmas.
This month, a representative
from Blytheswood will be
attending our meeting to tell us
more of the work of this
charity.
We are already looking forward
to our January ‘New Year
Lunch’ in La Mon House Hotel.
The cost will be £20 and
members are asked to pay this
during the December meeting.

Joan Rodgers—President

C

an you believe the time has come round again to organise the flower rota for
another year? We continue to be very grateful to everyone who contributes to
this fund, in order that the church can be decorated so beautifully each week. In
no small measure, are our thanks due to Mrs Joan Rodgers who faithfully
arranges the flowers week in and week out.
Next year’s rota is currently being prepared. If you haven’t already done so,
please let Kate Irving know which date(s) you require.
We will continue the practice started several years ago, that where there is more
than one request for a particular date, the option of a pedestal arrangement will be
available. Duplicates will alternate on a yearly basis between flowers for the Holy
Table and a Pedestal display. This has worked well this year and thank you to
everyone who accommodated this arrangement.
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Guild members and
the Christmas Shoe
Boxes
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