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“St Mary Magdalene

There is something particularly sympathetic in the very sound of the title, which, 
if one could rid themselves of the significant associations which cling to the word 

‘Magdalene’, would suggest wonderful possibilities. ……..”
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“St Mary Magdalene—What a beautiful name for a church! 

something particularly sympathetic in the very sound of the title, which, 
if one could rid themselves of the significant associations which cling to the word 

‘Magdalene’, would suggest wonderful possibilities. ……..” 
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something particularly sympathetic in the very sound of the title, which, 
if one could rid themselves of the significant associations which cling to the word 
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7: Brass Eagle Lectern  
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8:  Undergoing construction 1899 

9:  Getting there! —12th May 1900 
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 10 :  Completed church and asylum—1900 

11 :  Showing the style of the day 

12: Inside St Mary Magdalene 1900  
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·  stained glass windows 

·  memorial tablets 

·  church furniture and vestments 

·  Holy Scriptures 

·  Holy Communion vessels 
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 13 :  Magdalene Asylum buildings 
photographed in 1918 before 

demolishment and showing backs of 
houses in Howard Street South. 
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14:  Census Records for Magdalene Asylum 1901 

15:  Census Records for Magdalene Asylum 1911 
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16:  Magdalene Schoolhouse—afterwards the Parochial Hall, Shaftesbury Square 
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18:Laying the foundation stone of St Mary Magdalene parochial hall –1st December 1923.   
The new hall replaced the building at Shaftesbury Square. 

In the background, 3rd left, is the then Bishop of Down, Connor and Dromore, Dr CTP Grierson   
In the background ,4th left ,is the Rev RCH Elliott, who became Bishop of Connor from 1956-1969 

17:  The site of the original Magdalene Schoolhouse in Shaftesbury Square c.1853 
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7:  Magdalene School after it became the Marine Radio 
School 

8:  Magdalene School floor 
plan showing modifications 
made in 1940 for air-raid 

precautions 
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Date Name 

1839-1841 Robert Harvey, BA 

1841-1842 Thomas Fitzwilliam Miller, MA, BD, DD 

1843-1846 John Samuel Bewley Monsell, BA, LLB, LLD 

1846-1880 Edward John Hartrick, MA 

1880-1908 Walter Ridall, MA, DD 

1908-1926 George Alexander Stephenson, BA, LLD 

1926-1940 William James Gransden, MA 

1940-1956 William John Robinson Benson, BA 

1956-1969 Michael Roycroft, MA 

1969-1991 William Henry Lendrum, MA 

1991-1993 Vacancy 

1993-2001 Alastair Mallon, MA, BTh 

2001-2003 Vacancy 

2003-2007 Robin Hugh Moore, BEd,  BD 

2007- Terence P Kerr, BD, MPhil 

 

 

 

 



 
26 

 

-�������	�
�
�����
� �����
	������������
����
�������������

���	�
�:������	��	
 ��������
����
�����������������

�������������	�
	�	��
��	�������
������	��
������
	������#��������
� �����
�<�

8��
���������	���
������������������������
��
	��
��	
�����3
	 ���

���
��:,���@��
����������
�������#8��55A���������������	
 ��������

7����
��������
��8�������
��/�	��������������'041%4*<��-���� �������

���
�����
������

�
���
	
���������
��'049%'0&1<�����������	 �������

��������
������%���������
���
�+�

·  Christ is risen, Halleluiah 

·  I hunger and I thirst 

·  Lord of the living harvest 

·  Father, blessing every seed-time  

·  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 

·  Fight the good fight with all thy might 
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·  Rev Canon David Brown 

·  Rev Paul Houston 

·  Rev Canon James Monroe  

·  Rev Canon William Moore 

·  Rev Geoffrey Withers 

·  Rev Michael Withers 
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·  Dr Norman Ainley—originally practised medicine in Belfast.  In 1956, he was appointed assistant 
pathologist in Bradford, England.  At that time, the viral disease smallpox was on the increase.    
Tragically Dr Ainley died in 1962 at the age of 37 from contracting this disease, after carrying out a 
post mortem on a child who had (unknown to him) contracted smallpox.  This child was believed to 
have been the first victim of smallpox in Bradford.  An account of Dr Ainley’s work can be 
downloaded from: 

 

www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2449039/pdf/ulstermedj00072-0034.pdf 

·  Charles Cunningham Connor MA JP, Mayor of Belfast 1889-1891.  Member of Parliament for North 
Antrim 1892-1894. 

·  Alderman Dixie Gilmore, OBE—former Lord Mayor of Belfast 

·  Mr J Mellon—a gifted musician and artist.  On the death of his uncle, the owner of William Bridgett & 
Sons, regalia manufacturers of 106 Gt Victoria Street  (known locally as ‘Bridget the Banner 
Painter’), took over the business and continued to paint banners for the Loyal Orders throughout the 
province. 

·  Mrs Betty Norman, well-known in drama circles throughout the city. 

·  Mr Fred Purdy of Purdy and Mullard (Building Contractors) after whom Purdy’s Lane at Knockbreda 
is named. 

·  Currently we are very proud to have Miss Leila Webster, a well-known name in Ulster theatre, as a 
member of our congregation and Ladies’ Guild. 
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Sources: 

·  A history of the Church of Ireland in St Mary Magdalene Parish, Belfast by W S Leathem; 

·  A history of the Parish St Mary Magdalene Belfast 1939-1989 by JW Boden, M Cartwright, S 
McCarthy, T McCarthy, M Wright; 

·  St Mary Magdalene Select Vestry Minutes 

·  St Mary Magdalene Trustees Minutes 

·  South Belfast—George Templeton and Norman Weatherall 

·  1961 Street Directory 
Compiled and written by:  

Cecil Dunwoody, Catherine Irving and Jacqueline Stephenson with thanks to Raymond Moore for 
information and guidance regarding The Boys’ Brigade 
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I I I I stood and watched Him dying on the cross at Calvary 
I tried to close my eyes and feel His pain. 

I thought of my old life, what Jesus Christ had done for me 
How could He leave me, how could I remain? 

  
IIII bowed my head in sorrow, feeling lost and feeling shame 

M y dearest Friend now dying on the Cross 
To never see Him any more nor speak His Holy Name 

I never thought I’d know such dreadful loss. 
  

AAAAnd when it was all over and the M aster cried aloud 
I could not bear to see them bring Him down 

His agony was over, His head was gently bowed 
The ‘K ing of all the Jews’ who wore no crown.. 

  
I watched His grave to guard Him but alas on that third day 

At morning’s break I stared in disbelief 
For someone had been to the tomb and rolled the stone away 

M y Lord had vanished – taken by a thief. 
  

I I I I stumbled    blindly from His tomb, I wanted now to flee 
W hen met a man who spoke to me and said 

‘Do you not know me M ary?’ - it was glorious ecstasy 
As I knew my Lord had risen from the dead. 

  
Halleluliah! Halleluliah! Halleluliah! Halleluliah!     

    

written by Jacqueline Stephenson,  
parishioner of St Mary Magdalene, Easter 2006 

 


