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Each letter in
this puzzle is
represented
by a number
1-26. Can
you crack the
code and
solve the
crossword?
Every letter
of the alphabet is used at
least once.
Three letters
are already
in place to
get you
started.
If you really
need help, the
solution is
shown on
Page 9
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Flower Rota ~ April

SERVICES
7th Apr

SERVICES

READER

7th Apr— 5th Sunday in Lent
11.30 am Holy Communion

…… Mrs H Bowes/Mrs R Buchanan (need Baird)

Bill Jeffrey

14th Apr

…… PALM SUNDAY

Philippians 3 –v– 4b-14

21st Apr

…… Mr & Mrs D G Sheppard

28th Apr

…… Mrs M O’Rawe

Ivester Casement

14th Apr—Palm Sunday
7.30 pm Morning Prayer

Isaiah 50 –v– 4-9a

21st Apr—Easter Sunday
11.30 am Holy Communion

…… The Pentland Family

Eddie Gill

~ Parish Prayer List ~

1 Corinthians 15 –v– 19-26

asked to include the following in your daily prayers. Take 4 or 5 names per day and ask for
Y ouGod’sare blessing
on each one. Some of our parishioners will remain on the list permanently,

Ann Sheppard

especially those who are in homes of one kind or another, housebound or suffering from chronic and
ongoing conditions. If you know of someone whose name should be added, please inform the Rector
or one of the church wardens. No name has been omitted intentionally.

28th Apr—2nd Sunday of Easter
11.30 am Morning Prayer

Job 42 –v– 1-6

HOLY WEEK
Thursday 18th Apr—Maundy Thursday
7.30 pm Holy Communion
Friday 19th Apr—Good Friday
7.30 pm Evening Prayer

NH = Nursing Home; CH = Care
Home; RH = residential home]
Martha Armstrong, Masserene NH, Antrim
David Baird, Fairhaven RH, North Rd
Mina Henry, Arlington House, North Pde

Percy Copley
Warren Crawford
Jim Garstang
Gloria Graham
Bill Jeffrey
Esther Jones
Edna King
Frances McClean
David & Emily Mason

Jean Matthews
Naomi & Tom Reilly
Jim Shields
Laura Smyth
Stella Spackman
David Stephenson
Roy Taylor
Greta Wilson

Christian Burial
Mid
Mid--week Lenten Services
These continue to take place in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit, each
Thursday at 12.30 pm.
Lunch follows in the hall and all are welcome.
The Church of Ireland “Safeguarding Trust” Policy operates in this church. Panel
Members are the Rev Robin Moore, Mr Cecil Dunwoody and Mr Peter Ainley.
Notices to this effect have been placed in the church and halls.
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Annie Jenkins
Carryduff Nursing Home
20th March 2019

Lovingly remembered by her children and family circle

David Spackman
6 Apsley Street
23rd March 2019

Always remembered by his loving mum, dad, brother and
family circle
Nunc Dimittis
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A reflection for Mothers’ Day and the approaching Good Friday

MARY’S SON

The Rector writes . . .

On the day of crucifixion, Christ was nailed upon a tree
And they hung His bleeding body on that cross at Calvary.
Soldiers cast lots for His clothing, then they pierced His blessed side.
He’d not look on them with loathing, for man’s sin was why He died.

Hello

And His mother who was Mary, lay there weeping at the cross
Her beloved Son was dying, she could scarce believe her loss.
As she watched His broken body, wicked thorns that pierced His head
She remembered how she bore Him in a lowly cattle shed.

"watching" implies vulgar curiosity. The rulers scoffed at Him. The

Though she knew that she’d been chosen to give birth to God’s own Son
She was just a loving mother, from this pain she could not run.
And as death drew ever nearer, Jesus called His Father’s name
Mary’s heart felt it was broken by that sinful cross of shame.

of the Messiah was done in descending order of social importance—rulers,

And at last when it was finished and they brought His body down
Her love never would diminish for the King who wore no crown.
He was taken to a garden and then buried in a tomb
How she craved the touch of Jesus whom she’d nurtured in her womb.
We can share the pain of Mary as she watched her precious Son
Dying on the cross at Calvary, though we know the victory won.
For our sins Christ died to save us, and the battle finally done
But a mother’s heart was broken, He was also Mary’s Son.
JS
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Luke marks clearly four kinds of ill-treatment that Jesus received when He
was on the Cross—23:35-43.

The people stood watching—the word

soldiers mocked Him. The robber railed at Him. Watching, scoffed,
mocked, railed—these four verbs are clearly and deliberately used by St
Luke and they form and build up to a sort of climax. Note that the derision
soldiers, criminal. St Luke says, "There was ‘also’ an inscription over
Him, ‘This is the King of the Jews’." The "also" is significant because it
tells us that the inscription on top of the Cross was also part of the
humiliation just as much as the watching, scoffing, mocking and railing.
Did the Penitent Thief say "in" or "into" your kingdom? 23:42. The Greek
text isn't clear. If it was "in" your kingdom then the meaning is when
Jesus returns in glory at the Second Coming.

If it was "into" your

kingdom then the meaning is when Jesus enters glory with His Father in
heaven.

God bless
Robin Moore
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Thank you to everyone who supported our
St Patrick’s Day Lenten Lunch.
£200 was donated for Christian Aid.

Advance
Notice!

Annual General
Vestry Meeting

THOUGHT
FOR THE
MONTH
One thing you can’t
recycle is wasted time!
The Next Food Bank
Sunday will be on
28th April 2019.
Thank you for your

This will be held on

loyal support.

For your diary

Select Vestry

Mon 8th Apr

7.30 pm

Ladies’ Guild

Wed 10th Apr 7.30 pm

Annual General
Vestry Meeting Mon 29th Apr 7.30 pm
Snooker Club

Tuesdays

7.00 pm

Women’s Group Wed

10-12 noon

Parent &
Toddlers

Thurs

10-12noon

BB

Thurs

6.30-8 00pm

Monday 29th April
at 7.30 pm
It would be most encouraging if a few more parishioners attended this
important meeting of the church year. If you are on the Register of
Vestrymen (and there’s still time to register if you are not), then please
consider coming along. The purpose of this meeting is to hear about
the work going on in the church and to have the opportunity to vote
for your Select Vestry. If you are interested in becoming a Select
Vestry member, you may have the opportunity to do so. BUT, please
be assured that you will not be asked to do any job that you don’t want
to. However, just by showing an interest and coming along will be
great encouragement to the Rector and other members of the General
Vestry.
Please mark this date in your calendar and
do your very best to attend

Articles for the April magazine should be with Kate by
Sunday 14th April.
Notices etc are always welcome!
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Page 12 Word Code solution—no peeking!
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WHY DOES THE DATE FOR EASTER MOVE ABOUT SO?

for our younger readers

W

hen’s Easter in any given
year? Easy – find the

first Sunday after the full moon
that follows the Spring Equinox
(March 20 or 21)!

What? If it

all sounds a bit confusing, well,
here’s the history behind it all….

were often confusing.

church leaders, both Jewish and
Roman, agreed that everything
to do with the coming of Jesus
Christ had been prepared, even
the position of the sun, the
moon and the stars. They could
not agree, however, on how to

It all began with the ancient

fix

Hebrews.

celebration of Easter.

They

based

their

calendars upon the rhythms of
th e

m oon .

Th ese

l unar

calendars worked well for them,
and everything was fine.

Early

It

the

day

was not

century,

for

until

with

astronomers

the

the

who

yearly

the fourth
help
took

of
into

account the position of both the

Then Christianity arrived – in

moon and the sun in relation to

the Holy Land, where the first

the earth, that a decision was

century Jews were still using

finally made. At last it was

the lunar calendar.

accepted

Fine. But

that

Easter

would

then Christianity moved on to

always be celebrated on the

Rome,

a

first Sunday after the full moon

different calendar – one based

that follows the Spring Equinox

upon the sun. (The Gregorian

(March 20 or 21). That is why

calendar, which we use today,

Easter falls anytime between 22

and which is in widest use

March and 25 April.

which

was

using

throughout the world, is based
on the Roman sun calendar.)

Answers:
Gethsemane, donkey, risen, olive, sacrifice, rooster, crucify,
forgiven, thorns, hosanna
8

Now establishing certain days in
the

year

became

difficult.

Especially Easter. The results

A happy and blessed
Easter to all
parishioners
5

Ladies’ Guild

Save the Date
Donegall Pass Community Enterprises CIC
invite you to a stakeholder event

O

10th April 2019 at 2pm in
Donegall Pass Community Centre
25 Apsley Street
This event is an opportunity to hear about the
progress of the Donegall Pass PSNI site
development through the Urban Villages initiative
and the potential opportunities for partners to be
involved in the future development of this exciting
project.
If you can attend please contact: Anne McAllister at
amccallister@sky.com

Family worker update
Wednesday Women’s group
This month we complete our healthy living course with a trip to
the gym for a free workout!
We will finish on Wednesday 10th April for our Easter break.
Our Parent and Toddlers
Parent and Toddlers will finish for Easter on 11th April with a
trip to the farm.
Alison
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BATTALION CHURCH PARADE
n Sunday the 24th March,
The Boys’ Brigade annual
parade was held in St Mary
Magdalene.
The parade
started with a march past the
City Hall where the High
Sheriff of Belfast, Tommy
Sandford took the salute. It
was great to see the church
filled to capacity with boys,
officers, Old Boys, family and
friends. The talk was given by
the Rev Marty Gray, from
Ravenhill
Presbyterian
Church.
Worship was led
by North Praise Band. A
presentation was also made to
Harmoni
for
over
£11,000.
This had been
collected by The Boys’
Brigade Companies in the
annual door to door
collection.
Thanks to the Select Vestry of
St Mary Magdalene for letting
us use the church for this
service and also to the Rev
Robin Moore for welcoming
the Belfast Battalion to the
"Magdalene" - home of The
Boys’ Brigade in Ireland.
William McMillan
Captain
1st Irish Company

I

think
’yum
yum’
would be the best way
of describing our March
evening! We very much
enjoyed
a
cookery
demonstration by Mrs Daphne
Caldwell, from Orangefield
Presbyterian church.
Daphne
produced no less than 6 desserts in
under 1 hour—all of which we got to
sample! Each of the desserts was
made to an easy, no cook recipe,
which I’m sure we’ll all have a go at
producing in our own home kitchens.
This month we welcome a speaker
on behalf of Macmillan Nurses to tell
about the amazing work undertaken
by this organisation. We appeal to
all our members to attend—it is
disappointing when speakers are
arranged and we don’t have a good
turnout.
I’d like to mention a special evening
we’re holding on Wednesday 15th
May. Mr Stephen Cameron (who has
spoken to us about the Titanic and
the sinking of the Princess Victoria),
is coming along to tell of the murder
of Patricia Curran—an event that
shocked the entire province in 1952.
This night will be open to everyone,
so please spread the word and try to
come along yourself. There is no
cost, but donations in aid of church
funds can be made.
Joan Rodgers—President
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